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February 21st community meeting affirms positive growth
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During the depths of the economic recession - the biggest this country has experienced since The 
Great Depression - the community of Mountain House was derided by many as being one of the most 
underwater places in the nation.  Next to Stockton as the foreclosure capital of the world,  property 
values in town plummeted, as an enormous number of people lost their homes to foreclosure. 
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Introducing

Moe "the hobo" Cat

Resident
of the Month

Bob Corden

Media pundits projected that a real recovery for this town 
was many years off - years even from now, if a recovery 
was even in the cards ever.  Clearly, those "experts" missed 
the mark.

In those tumultuous days, now-current Community 
Services District President, Celeste Farron, wrote a letter 
to President Obama, encouraging him to use this town as 
a benchmark example of the nation's economic recovery 
moving forward.  Ms. Farron told this story briefly at the 
February 21, 2013 Mountain House Community Meeting, 
held at Questa School.  

As the evening's events began, she stated that she be-
lieves it is now time for her to write the President again, 
as Mountain House is now truly a shining example of re-
covery in action. "We are worthy of watching and keeping 
an eye on because, when things turn around in Mountain 
House, it's going to be a great sign for the rest of the U.S. 
economy, as well.  And things have turned around," she 
added with emphasis.

"We are building again, 
and we are building with a 
vigor," she stated.  According 
to county records reports, she 
added, "just last month we 
pulled 71 new permits."

She encouraged all resi-
dents to write the President, 
as well.

The community meeting 
moved along at a brisk tempo. 
Interim General Manager, Richard Ramirez, did a fine job 
serving as the evening's host and emcee.  He effectively 
kept things moving along, while allowing time for ques-
tions from the audience.

Mountain House's own Bob Corden was on-hand pro-
viding his video work, which he is graciously allowing us 
to post on our web site for those who missed the event and 
would like to see the evening's highlights.  

Mountain 
House

Wine Club

MH Asian American 
Association 

Lunar New Year Celebration

www.MHmatters.net

http://www.mhmatters.net
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Superbowl Parties Abound

Putting The CARE Back Into Daycare

Clean, Wholesome Environment For Children
Ms. Gee offers a unique daycare/preschool experience 
for children 2 to 6 years of age.  Dedicated to balanced 
learning, manners and respectful interaction, parents 
find Mountain House Playhouse is a different approach 
in daycare.
 • Hot Breakfast & Lunch Served Daily
 • Fruit Snacks & Milk (no sweets or juice drinks)
 • Fresh Indian Food (nothing from cans)
 • Fresh Vegetables at Every Meal
 • Vegetable Garden onsite - kids involved and  
  learning growing food through Summer

Disciplined & Respectful Classroom Teaching
 • Experienced Preschool teacher with 15 units

 • English, Math and Sciences in the morning hours.  

 • Students learn to:
  3 Write their name
  3 Numbers up to 100
  3 Read before kindergarten

 • Art and creative activities in the afternoon

 • Yoga practice with kids

 • Bhangra Dance Classes - No extra charge
  - plans to have kids experience onstage

Mon-Friday: 8am-6pm
Located in Altamont Village

Facility License # 393617256

Call: 925-215-1750
or cell: 209-814-4407

gaganjit.bains@gmail.com

Call For Special Introductory 
Rates And Offers For 
MHMatters readers

Superbowl parties were aplenty around town, with most rooting for the 
hometown 49ers.  Austin and Jennifer Keese hosted a fun and happenin' 
Superbowl party - complete with widescreen projection and complete sur-
round sound.  An event to remember, even if the '9ers didn't bring it home.

David Lo with host Austin Keese Jennifer Keese, Kerry Burton, 
Rachel & Skye Mullen, w/ 
Dano Burton photobomb.

Matt & Tina Eblin

Dog Club Sets Agenda
Mountain House Dog Club Vice President Amanda Avila opened her home to the 

group for a launching of 2013 Dog Club meeting Saturday, February 2, 2013. Strong 
attendance and enthusiasm for the club's plans moving forward were grounded in the 
accomplishments of the past.  President Fiona Mayne recognized Past President Rachel 
Mullen for her extensive work in not only obtaining official Non-Profit status for the 
organization, but also her significant accomplishments in working with the CSD to 
get a designated interim dog park location. While the designated plot, located across 
Byron Rd., may not be ideal, it was agreed that the recognition from the CSD, along 
with a $5,000 financial commitment to the project, set a really strong foundation for 
the group's new year's agenda.  

Treasurer Jonathan Ridpath discussed the group's growing financial position, and 
Secretary Kristie Harada diligently took meeting notes.

The scope of the club, including potential resources were discussed, as were some 
goals for what the dog club can accomplish in the coming year.  Planned activities, 
community involvement, and moving forward with the dog park all were covered.  

Community dog 
walk dates have 
been established, 
with one in each 
village through the 
month of March (see 
back page calendar).  
Membership is easy 
and inexpensive, 
and benefits are 
many.  Go to: www.
MHdogclub.com.
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Mountain House At-Home Day Cares Bridge Work and Home

info@mhmatters.net 
209.597.8157 

www.MHmatters.net

From your neighbors at
263 W Adoncia Dr., Mountain House, CA 95391

Friday, March 15, 2013

A Division Of:

RTP, CTEC Certified, licensed and bonded.
Includes electronic filing for both federal and state

Visa, Master card and American Express accepted

Call to make an appointment 209.839-6517 or 408-768-2478 cell
marthapoornasir@yahoo.com 773 Ellerbrook St. (Wicklund area)

Supp or t  Your  Lo cal  Economy. . .  D o Business  In  Your  Town

Accounting & Tax Services
3 1040 EZ Form ……………..10% OFF Regular price
3	1040A Form ………………..10% OFF Regular Price
3 1040 Form ………………….BEST PRICE IN TOWN

No se preocupe si no habla Ingles le atendere en Español
 

S p e c i a l 
for 

Mountain House Residents

"The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax return preparers, go to IRS.gov."

Shop Avon On-line 
or at Home

with personal delivery and 
guaranteed satisfaction.

DIANA HUERTA
AVON Independent Sales Rep

Mountain House, Ca 95391

(209) 407-9521
www.youravon.com/dianahuerta

By Sara Karam-Holtz

My husband and I selected Mountain House for the opportunity to provide our children 
a nice home in a close-knit community. However, our jobs are still in San Jose , which 
translates to a lengthy commute. One of our big challenges as working parents is to 
find the best place for our children while we work. Selecting a safe place that also offers 

what we consider important for their care is essential. Especially in the Mountain House community, licensed at-
home daycares can combine a developmental environment with the comfort of home: they bridge the gap between 
work and home.

According to the Family Resource & Referral Center (FRRC) of San Joaquin County (www.
frrcsj.org) there are 27 at-home day cares in Mountain House. With so many options, selecting 
one that meets the wide variety of needs seems both possible yet daunting; and there are resources 
that can help. The FRRC provides a list of all day cares in the area along with contact information. 
To obtain the list, one needs to simply call the referral line or visit their Web site for the request 

form. In addition to the FRRC, the Mountain House Forum 
(mhvillages.com) contains a Wiki button at the top of the 
page that includes local businesses, with a sub-section of 
day cares/pre-schools.

According to the FRRC, licensed at-home day cares are 
also called Family Child Care. Jennifer Love, owner/opera-
tor of Love’s Family Preschool and Childcare, confirms her 
day care does become a home away from home. “I have a 
lot of commuter parents,” Love says. “The extended hours 
can be tough on the kids but I get to know them really well 
and we become like family.” Several parents have become 
long-time customers due to additions to their families.

A nurturing home-like environment does not exclude 
education. Love offers daily themed lessons for children and 
helps prepare pre-schoolers for kindergarten. Gaganjit Bains 
(Ms. Gee), owner/operator of Mountain House Playhouse, 
features “balanced learning” with “disciplined and respectful 
classroom teaching” that includes a wide variety of topics. “I 
was a member of the Mountain House Mother’s Club,” Ms. 
Gee says, “and wanted to open an at-home day care with an 
emphasis on balanced education.”

The combination of a nurturing environment and child-
hood development can be a viable solution for parents while 
they are at work. According to Ms. Gee, parents look for the 
right environment for their children including education, 
good food, and safety. “It’s important for parents to know 
their kids are looked after properly, which gives parents 
peace of mind,” says Ms. Gee. “If a child isn’t happy during 
the day, it shows.”

Love agrees. “Make sure the day care is similar to your 
routine and environment, and you should feel comfortable 
dropping by to make sure your child is being cared for as 
you expect.”

Parents can use Mountain House resources to find the 
best care provider option for them. Love receives referrals 
from friends of current parents, friends, or associates of 
herself or husband, Cody. “The Mountain House community 
extends to care providers as well,” says Love. “At-home day 
cares in Mountain House even support each other.” Accord-

continued page 11

www.youravon.com/dianahuerta
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Community News

Experience the

Home Business!
Freedom

Of Your Own

C a l l

209-221-3911
Chari Ogogo - MH Resident

Buyers: Personal Tours
Sellers: Strong Marketing
Investors: Market Analysis

Short Sales & Notary

DRE #01876560

925-290-8578
www.AngelLamb.com

Angel Lamb
Realtor®

Mountain House Resident & Real Estate Specialist

MHCSD Honors DARE at February Board Meeting
By Bryan Harrison

D.  A . R . E  By: Sukhjanvir Grewal

DARE was a great experience for 
me. DARE stands for “ Drug, Abuse, 
Resistance, Education.  It teaches kids to 
stay away from drugs and be strong to say 
“No” to drugs even if there is lot of peer 
pressure around.  It also teaches us to donate 
and make the difference in the world.  I 
personally enjoyed every class of DARE 
and experience with Officer Abercrombie 
who would come every Friday.  He taught 
us how drugs and alcohol are bad for 
people. It is in our own hands to make or 
break our lives.  Staying away from drugs 
can help us achieve our goals and stay 
focussed on our dreams.  I want to become a Doctor and don’t want any 
distraction through out my goal achieving process.  Through this program 
I was able to appreciate that how fortunate I was as compared to lot of 
kids and families around the world.  DARE was a great experience when 
Officer Abercrombie came in and said “What day is it today?!” And the 
whole class yelled “DARE DAY!!!”  At that time the whole class was full 
of energy and enthusiasm.  I enjoyed the activities that we did in DARE 
class. Some of the activities that we did were: writing poems, learning a 
song, and much more!

  I also earned DARE award from mountain house CSD.  With the help 
of my Dad I was able to donate food and other household items to Inter-faith 
Ministries. It was a great experience.  I earned over 250 points by donating 
food to Inter-faith Ministries.

   I will never forget this lesson and DARE will always be in my heart 
and I will always be a DARE student.

Driving into the Community Services District offices for the CSD Board  
meeting February 13, 2013 was reminiscent of election day.  The parking lot 
was overflowing with cars, and people packed the front entrance to the build-
ing.  Having made good time coming from a planning meeting of my own in 
Fairfield, I was happy to be arriving on time.  

I did recall that there was to be a presentation of awards for DARE program 
students, but did not realize the size of such an event.  Walking in to the main 
board room it was immediately clear why so many folks were in the lobby - the 
place was packed.  This was "DARE DAY!", as all the kids shouted on command.

DARE Officer Steve Abercrombie was at the podium, and proceeded to 
announce the student groups from each K-8 school in the Lammersville Uni-
fied School District who earned the 250 community service points needed to 
receive their Certificate of Achievement.

The school with 
the largest number 
of achievers this year 
was Questa.  But the 
children from Wick-
lund, Bethany, and 
Lammersville were 
all acknowledged, as 
well.

Following the pre-
sentations, children 

and parents filed out, and the CSD got on with its normal proceedings.
Many topics were covered over the course of the evening, but a main 

focus came with the agenda item addressing concerns over the San Joaquin 
County General Plan review.  It was reported that a strong effort has been in 
the works by a group outside of Mountain House to develop significant com-
mercial operations across the other side of Mountain House Parkway.  While 
an instant reaction might be that any development is a good thing, the realities 
of the possibilities are quite the opposite.  Demands on infrastructure, as well 
as competition that does not feed a tax base to the town, and potential breaches 
by the county in contractual restrictions from agreements made with Mountain 
House developers, add up to a less than desirable situation.

Questa School recipients of the DARE Community Services Certificate

http://www.AngelLamb.com
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(209)-834-6861
www.CDMTile.com

License #: C54-930291

Mountain House 
Tile Contractor 

Specializing in Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling 

as well as Fireplaces, 
Patios and Flooring

Free In-Home
Consultation

Jackie’s Pet Care
Dogs • Cats

Daily Services • Overnight Care
I also have experience with

Horses • Birds • Rodents
call for more info or to schedule

209.627.8928
www.jackiesmhpetcare.com
Member of Pet Sitters Int'l • Bonded 

MH YAC To Work with 
Feral Cat Rescue

While many in attendance had hoped to hear from Mountain House devel-
opers Trimark and Shea Homes, neither of whom were able to be there, no one 
left disappointed, as highlights were many.

CSD President Farron informed the crowd that the Board has elected to 
pursue enforcement of the Master Restrictions with much greater "enthusiasm".  
While they will utilize all means of communications, including email blasts, 
to help get the word out, she stated that sharing by "word of mouth" is still 
the best form.  She encouraged everyone to let their neighbors know, as well.    
This was met with great appreciation.

Tony Wong, a Field Rep for 13th District Assembly Member Susan Egg-
man, announced that they will be opening an office at the Mountain House CSD 
Building come April, so community members may have direct communication 
with our State Assembly Representative.  He stated that Mountain House has 
benefited by the recent redistricting, now being included with others all within 
San Joaquin County.

Scott Tyrrell, Legislative Aid to new County Supervisor Bob Elliott, 
informed the crowd of the San Joaquin County General Plan Update being 
reviewed, with issues that could affect Mountain House.  He invited all to tune 
in for more at: www.SJgov.org.  He also invited folks to call him at: 209-468-
0181.   Supervisory Elliott, he said, is the county's representative to CSAC, the 
California State Association of Counties.  CSAC is involved in working out 
details to implement the new Affordable Care Act, aka "Obamacare", which 
rolls-out more fully come 2014.

Lammersville Unified School District Superintendent, Dale Hansen, was 
greeted with warm regard.  In thanking the board and community for allowing 
the school district to say a few words, he said "it's a great opportunity for me 
to brag about what I think is one of the strongest school districts in the state."   
He stated that, in the four and a half years he has been here "we have grown 
by about a thousand students."

He covered a lot of ground in his brief time.  Questa is getting a pre-school 
that will open June of this year.  Altamont School is finally being built, and will 
open in June, 2014.  Also, he announced that Altamont School will include a 
pre-school from day-one, along with K-8.

The first-phase of Mountain House High school will be open for Fall Se-
mester in September 2014.  He outlined the expansion plans from there, gave an 
overview of the project, and had a few photos of the progress to share, as well.

"We have $8 million under the ground.  So, for the last six months people 
have been saying 'what's going on out there?'."  Structures are now visible.

If all that was not enough, the District has also hired an architect to begin 
designs on the new "Neighborhood C" School.

Front page continued

Community Meeting 
Highlights

The February 12, 2013 meeting of the Mountain House Youth Action 
Committee included a presentation by Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue Vice 
President Bryan Harrison. The organization then elected to move forward with 
plans to work with the MHFCR in the coming year to help raise awareness 
of the group's efforts, as well as helping with socializing rescue kittens, and 
fostering. MHFCR looks forward to this budding relationship.

The YAC board also discussed promoting the free tudoring they provide 
every Monday afternoon/evening at the MH Library.  Group and potentially 
one-on-one tudoring is available at no cost on a drop-in basis from 4-7pm.

MHCSD 2013 Annual Survey at www.mhcsd.com. It's due by March 31. 
Your board wants to hear your feedback. Thank you!!

www.mhcsd.com/content/2013-annual-survey

Complete Quick CSD Survey

Girl Scout Cookie Crazed!
Troup Leader Andrea Bellew reports that more than $10,000 in Girl Scout 

Cookies have been sold thus far by the Mountain House Girl Scout Troup!

YAC leaders:  Kshitij Shah, Aloukika Shah, Pastor Villagomez and Sham Singh

http://www.CDMTile.com
http://www.jackiesmhpetcare.com
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A series of recent break-ins and vandalism prompted residents of Questa 
Village to come together to establish a new Neighborhood Watch Program.  
Some 70 people gathered at the home of Dan & Kerry Burton to meet and hear 
from NW Coordinator Bill Hughes.

"Outstanding response to tonight's meeting!" posted Dano Burton on the 
group's new Facebook Group page. "Valera counted 47 emails, which by my 
reckoning didn't include spouses' emails, and with the kids we had upwards 
of 70 people over tonight! Exceeded all expectations! Thank you all for your 
hard work getting fliers out and for organizing."

Apply to join the group at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/questamountainhouse.nw.

photo provided by Kerry Burton

510-414-2342
jreedelectrical@yahoo.com

Celebrating
20 YearsIn Business

Reed Electrical
Residential/Commercial & Lighting Design
LC # 670975 • Bonded & Insured

F Lighting designs and Consulting
F Recessed lighting
F Dedicated circuits (kitchen, bathroom, 
     air conditioners, computers, spas etc.)
F Landscape lighting
F Troubleshooting and repair, all phases of electrical
F Code violations corrected
F Free estimates

John Reed, Owner

Discounted Rates for 
Mountain House residents

351 Collins Ct. • Mountain House, CA  95391

925-344-2471
www.alcopest.com

Locally Owned • Licensed • Reasonable Rates

Neighborhood Watch Comes 
to Questa Village

The Sixth Annual Community Garage Sale will be May 4, 2013.
We're only doing Saturday this year.
In past years the participation falls way off on Sunday.  Probably 

because people are so tired after such a busy Saturday.
People can still host sales on Sunday, but they need to make sure their 

advertising is really clear.  I just won't be actively promoting Sunday.
More at: wiki.mhvillages.com/index.php?title=Community_Ga-

rage_Sale

Fifth Annual Community 
Garage Sale Set for May 4
Submitted by Jim Lamb

Please join us for our annual 4th of July Parade and 
Festivities. If you have a group that would like to partici-
pate in the Parade or if you would like to have a booth at 
the Festivities please send an email to sales@angellamb.com.

Present at the meeting was Mr. Eric Bose, of 
Trimark, who addressed the board directly, outlining 
concerns with the proposed development.  According 
to Bose, the county is not allowed contractually to 
approve any such plans.  Yet, planners appear to be 
set on moving forward with the development efforts.  
Likewise, he explained, Mountain House CSD is 
not allowed to contract infrastructure services such 
as water and waste treatment outside the designated 
community limits.  So, any notion that our community 
could benefit monetarily from such development would be erroneous.

There was an all day meeting planned for San Joaquin County Board of 
Directors to consider this and many other proposals set for Tuesday, February 
27th, after press time for this issue.  We will do our best to keep you apprised 

of how this all shakes 
out in our next is-
sue.  From comments 
at the CSD meet-
ing, however, things 
like environmental 
impact studies and 
potential litigation 
will likely hold such 
projects at bay for the 
immediate future.

Eric Bose, of Trimark.

2013 Lammersville School District DARE Community Service Certification 
recipients.  "What day is it, kids?"... "DARE DAY!!!"

February CSD Meeting
continued from page 4

4th Of July Parade & Picnic 
Festivities on the Horizon
Submitted by Angel Lamb

mailto:jreedelectrical@yahoo.com
http://wiki.mhvillages.com/index.php?title=Community_Garage_Sale
http://wiki.mhvillages.com/index.php?title=Community_Garage_Sale
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Bob Corden -
MH Resident of The Month

down memory lane and ask candid questions about their personal lives. While 
it was Bob that won this “award” of sorts, you could see quite plainly that 
they were a team. They supported one another and had been for a long time. I 
was honestly floored right off the bat that I could feel their chemistry. I could 
literally see their respect for each other and in the first minute of being there I 
was relaxed. I felt like a friend. This was a cool couple. But most importantly? 
They laughed. A lot. (Which Bob says, “… Is the secret to a good marriage”) 

They laughed at me, at each other, about their past and the stories they told. 
I was intrigued by the life of Bob. 

Some of you may know Bob as the guy who runs back and forth across the 
fields during the Flag Football games, video-taping plays and posting them on 
You-Tube. (And for the 2013 season he will be looking for a couple of students 
to assist him in taking video on Saturday mornings in exchange for community 
hours. Any Mountain House high school students interested can reach Bob at 
rcorden@sbcglobal.net for more information)

Some of you may know him as “The Hydration Engineer”.
 Bob and his wife graciously fill the coolers with waters jugs and ice. You 

may have seen him making the amazing video that attempted to win us a Dog 
Park. Or maybe you saw him at the MH Bar videotaping the Feral Cat fun-
draiser and playing music. These are things done on his own free will using 
his precious free time. The hours upon hours each Saturday editing the flag 

Mary's Little Lambs 
Preschool & Childcare

X	 Before & Afterschool Care 
X	 Certified	Preschool	Teacher
X	 Scheduled	Curriculum
X	 Nutritious	Snacks	&	Meals
X	 Fun,	Loving	Environment

Kindergarten	Readiness	Program

209-834-8110Lic# 393616252

Mountain House Dental
Isabela L. Putzlacher, DDS

209.839.8755
•  Laser Dentistry with Waterlase MD
•  Gentle and Personalized Treatment
•  Digital X-rays /Intra Oral Camera
•  White Fillings, Veneers & Crowns
•  Teeth Whitening, Sealants
•  Emergencies Welcome
•  Nitrous Oxide Available

Now Offering

One Appointment 

Crown
CEREC Machine

561 Wicklund Crossing (next door to Wicklund's Market)

with The Wand!  Computerized Anesthesia
Experience Less Painful Dentistry

An Inspiring Man Of Few Words

An interview with our first MH Resident of the Month winner, 
Bob Corden, and his lovely wife, DiAnna 
By Aleyta Meldrum

Bob’s Top 5
Band: The Beetles
Movie: The Godfather
Drink: White Russian
Concert: Day on the Green (esp. Frampton)
Restaurant: Benihana

football videos are so families will smile and 
rejoice in their kids plays from earlier in the day. 
This was started because of his own son Joey’s 
participation in the sport.  Both kids, Joey (13) 
and Christina (15), sport lovers, the eldest about 
to drive are the light of their parent’s eyes. And 
of course, the MH Community as well. Bob said 
that because “so many people know him and his 
family,” he feels “the neighborhood watches out 
for his children and he loves that safety.” In fact, 
he loves his neighbors so much he mentioned 
he would want to “work with them.” Now what 
would his dream be? Where does he see himself 
in 5 years? “Manning Bobaloo’s Bar and Grill 
of course! “

The beautiful DiAnna Corden chimed in that 
she can “count 20 people in their community that 
are going to be her lifelong friends.” And on that 
note, they took me on a tour to show me what 
happens when you are a friend of the Corden’s 

Aleyta interviewing Bob and DiAnna in their home in Altamont. 

It was fitting, that the evening I went to the Corden residence was also their 16th 
wedding anniversary. Together, hand in hand they opened their home to me 
on this special day. They allowed me to delve into their lives, to walk with them

Continued on page 13

Bob first learned he had been 
voted Resident of the Month when 
next door neighbor Olivia Beejack 
(pictured with Bob above) brought 
it to his attention.  After seeing his 
picture in the February Mountain 
House Matters, she painted him a 
congratulatory picture, and went 
next door to present it to him.  
"That's just the kind of awesome 
neighbors we have," Bob stated 
flatly.
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Your Ad Here! 
Reach 3,500+ addresses in 95391

Contact Bryan Harrison 

www.MHmatters.net/rates.html

Be Seen
Targeted Visibility

209-597-8157

Submitted by MHAAA Committee
www.mhaaa.com

 NAILS
Salon & Spa

S p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  Pe d i c u re s,  N a i l s ,  Fa c i a l s ,  Wa x i n g  a n d  Th re a d i n g
2646 Pavillion Pkwy, Tracy • 209-836-8867

(Between Winco and AT&T, across from Toyota Dealer)

Open 7 Days: Monday - Friday 9am-7:30pm
Saturday 9am-7pm • Sunday 9:30am-6pm ATM• 6-Chair Room for Family & Friends with Luxury Chairs  • 16-Chair Room 

• Couples Room with Luxury Chairs • Children Room with 3 special Chidrens' Chairs

20% OffAll Servicesthru March 31, 2013

MHAAA(Mountain House Asian-American Association) is a 
non-profit community based organization established in 2011 by a 
few dedicated residents. MHAAA is the only Asian-American As-
sociation in Mountain House, CA.  Its vision is to bridge cultures 
between the East and the West closer with mutual understanding 
through six objectives: Heritage, Awareness, Leadership, Impact, 
Diversity, and Alliance (HALIDA).  Currently, we hold 2 events 
per year: Lunar New Year Celebration in Feb and Mid-Autumn 
Festival in September.

We would like to thank Bethany Elementary School for allow-
ing us to rent its facility for the past 2 years, our sponsors, donors, 
performers, volunteers and those who attended and supported the 
events. We hope to gain more support from the city of Mountain 
House in the future so we can allow more people to attend our 
events, since we've been sold out in both our 1st and 2nd Annual 
Lunar New Year celebrations.

Special thanks to the committee members whom are all vol-
unteers for their hard work and their endless dedication to serve 
the people of this beautiful community. We thank God for another 
successful event this year.

If you would like to make donations to our organization, please 
visit our website at http://www.mhaaa.com. We hope to see you at 
our next event in Fall 2013.

Thank you,
MHAAA Committee

Asian American Lunar New Year Celebration Shows Off Local Talent

MHAAA 
committee 
members from 
left to right:
David Lo, 
Jianni Song, 
Eve Low, 
Hsiao Mei Lee, 
Linh Ky, 
Vivian Ang, & 
Andy Wong.
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14850 Hwy 4, Ste D
Discovery Bay • 925-634-3518
Elementssalonandboutique.com

1883 2nd Street, Livermore
925-344-7143
kalikoutureclothing.com

25% Off - All Jeans In Stock
30% Off - All Boots
25% Off - All Scarves
25% Off - All Seaters, Cardigans

Also, the PROM dresses are here!  More coming daily!
Garters available as well!

Elements Salon in Discovery Bay Specials!
Get Any Hair Service at 15% Off with Rhonda or Nancy
Coming to Our Discovery Bay Location is 

Our New Line of Jeans:  
Miss Me and Rock Revival

20% Off Any Boutique Item
We also have PROM dresses

Expires
3-30/13

Introducing...

 Moe "The Hobo" Cat

Thank you to everyone who supported BSF's 1st Annual Crab Feed 
Fundraiser! Whether you made a donation, enjoyed all the YUMMY crab 
feed or were able to come out and participate in the auction & raffle....
THANK YOU! BSF would also like to thank our 8th grade volunteer serv-
ers, the band The Buds and our committee for putting on such a fun event! 
We are on our way to building a new playground!

We would like to thank all of the Bethany parents & teachers who 
donated towards the grade level baskets and all of the Crab Feed and Auc-
tion guests!   Together we raised $3,000 towards a new playground for 
Bethany School! 

Submitted by Becki Bradford, BSF President 
www.bethanyschoolfoundation.org

BSF Crabfeed A Finger-Lickin' Good Time

Irene Owens, Aiden Engstrom, Joel Engstrom, 
Elijah Engstrom

Live music by The Buds (l-r): Bryan Harrison; Jim McLaren; Elisa M. 
Welch; and Dave Coan (not visible).

Debbie Wingo enjoying the endless crab meat.

Hunter Bradford
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Mountain House 
Matters!
is supported 

solely by our generous 
advertising sponsors

www.MHmatters.net

Sponsor This Publication
Rates at: MHmatters.net
Submit Article Material

Tell Your Friends
Call your Mom!

Call 209-597-8157
info@mhmatters.net

We Can Get You Back On Solid Ground.

You Have Options.  We Have Answers.
Stop Sinking Into Foreclosure

Joshua Anderson
Realtor® • CDPE Short Sale Expert

DRE# 01880040 • homesbyjosh@yahoo.com

Treasure Molina
Realtor® • CDPE Short Sale Expert

DRE# 01892442 • homesbytreasure@yahoo.comwww.MountainHouseCARealEstate.com

Short Sale Now Buy Again Immediately
Call Us - We Can Help!

209-688-5251

Office: 209-229-1369
Fax: 888-814-3958

MH Wine Club's 3rd Monthly Gathering
Photos by Bryan Harrison, except where noted, by Cody Love 
www.MHwineclub.com

The Mountain House Wine 
Club met for a third monthly 
gathering Friday, February 15, 
2013, this time at the home of Jeff 
Daugherty and Arlene Martinez. 
Following the opening hour-long 
mixer, featuring samplings of 
various vintages brought by mem-
bers, the host couple treated the 
full house to some scrumptious 
pairings. Jeff took-on cooking du-
ties, presenting some contrasting 
as well as complimentary dishes. 
Wines on the evening included a 
Tawny Port, Mondavi Pinot Gri-
cio, and more. 

Popularity for this monthly 
event has grown quickly. Slots 
filled up fast and many folks 
missed out due to the limit of 50 
members in attendance.  Plans 
are in the works for a "reserved" 
or secondary monthly event for 
those who missed out.  More to 
follow.

Cody Love Photography
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Jump on Board

http://www.MHmatters.net
mailto:homesbytreasure@yahoo.com
http://www.MountainHouseCARealEstate.com
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Call 209-627-0097
robindeltoro.weebly.com

Women • Men • Children
reasonable rates • MH resident

Live Music • Comedy
Wine Down Wednesdays
Therapeutic Thursdays

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

Friday, 3/1/13 • 5:30-8:30pm
Searfina Pouring - $5 tasting
Saturday, 3/2/13 • 7-9pm 
Live Music w/Joey Coe & The Ohio
Friday, 3/8/13 • 6-9pm
Live Music w/Steve Fread
Saturday, 3/9/13 • 5:30-8:30pm 
Club Release Night (Fri & Sat)
Friday, 3/15/13 • 6:30-9:30pm
Live Music with Gage
Saturday, 3/16/13 • 7-9pm 
Comedy Night
Friday, 3/22/13 • 5:30-8:30pm
Port Night - $5 tasting
Saturday, 3/23/13 • 7-9pm 
Live Music w/Zane Stafford
Friday, 3/29/13 • 5:30-8:30pm
Valor Winery Pouring
Saturday, 3/30/13 • 7-10pm - $10
Delta Brew Band

and are in their inner circle of friends. Which it seems, it just about everyone. 
Out to the carpeted garage we went and opened the vault of beer. (Okay so it’s 
a fridge but it felt cooler than that) There were 19 different beers-each one for a 
different friend or neighbor. Once these kind people find out your favorite they 
keep it stocked. Now that’s hospitality! Looking around the garage I noticed a 
mix of instruments and realized this is where they have band practice! A mar-
ried couple that spends all of their free time together! Beautiful. Granted, their 
relationship started in a band. Over 20 years ago, she sang in “Blue Collar” and 
he played bass in “Plaid”. One thing led to another, Jaeger shots were downed 
at Pine Street Bar & Grill, Bob strummed her heart with Led Zeppelin’s “Going 
to California, “ a new band was formed (The Members) and they began their 
rock ‘n roll ever after. Currently their new band does not have a name. There 
may be a contest in the works. Start thinking and we will keep you informed 
on where to send your ideas. The will be playing at the Questa Mardi Gras 
celebration and the Relay for Life.   

I was there to learn more about this humble, behind-the-scenes man, Bob 
Corden. I came away from the interview knowing him, but also seeing first hand 
what real, true love looks like. Thank you both, DiAnna and Bobalooooo! For 
being yourselves and making me believe that the community truly knew what 
they were doing when they voted for you. Way to go Mountain House- looking 
forward to meeting some other amazing members of our community this year.

Corned Beef & Cabbage, along with regular menu 
Friday March 15: Irish fiddler James Hurley

Saturday March 16: Live Music
Grand Olde Nights of food and music 

Reservations Requested.  Check our page for more

Home of the Steak Pizziola

130 W. 11th Street • Tracy, CA 95376  •  www.facebook.com/YeOldeDogsSteakHouse

209-830-8400

St. Patrick's Day Weekend! 
Lunch Starting at $5.95

Vegetarian Menu Available

Next Comedy Night April 19

ing to Love, several day cares have formed the MH Provider Network, open to 
all care providers, which focuses on training and development.

Choosing the right Mountain House Care Provider might include visit-
ing the Mountain House Facebook page or Forum for references. Parents can 
ask neighbors or those met at various community events. With so many local 
providers, parents could select several places from the FRRC list provided 
and visit during operating hours, or request to speak with parents of current 
children in the care. A family’s best option may include various combinations 
of daily activities or education offered, weekly prices, ages accepted, number 
of children cared for, and/or commuter-friendly services.

Yet twenty-seven day care choices will surely yield a day care that meets 
most, if not all, family needs. For my 
husband and I, selecting the right day 
care was an essential component to 
our peace of mind. For us, the unique 
Mountain House community spirit car-
ries on through at-home day cares, and 
has confirmed our choice to live here.

Resources to Find Mountain House 
At-Home Day Cares 
Family Resource and Referral Center (FRRC)
http://www.frrcsj.org/

1. Referral hotline (209) 461-2908, 
     Monday - Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
2. Online Referral Form
3. Visit an office

MH Villages Forum: MH Wiki (top right of page)
http://mhvillages.com/forum/

Mountain House group on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Mountain-
House/

Kimball High School will be preforming Arsenic and Old Lace on March 
8, 9, 15 and 16th. There are a good number of local Mountain House teens 
in the production and they would love the support of the community. As we 
have done in the past there are 2 different casts. So feel free to see the show 
multiple nights. 

If you would like to attend please pre-order your tickets by going to our 
website www.khsjaguartheatre.org the pre-order form is on the main page. 
You can either contact me to pick up the form and payment or deliver it to the 
High School. 

Resident OTM Bob Corden
continued from page 7

MH DayCares Abound
continued from page 3

Kimball High To Perform
Arsenic & Old Lace 
Submitted by Angel Lamb

Precious Babies 
Child Care & Preschool

home away from home

Preschool-Before/After 
School-0 to 13yrs

zoinksjump4fun@hotmail.com
(209) 922-4475

preciousbabies@hotmail.com

Zoinks Jump 4 Fun 
P a r t y  R e n t a l s

(209) 221-6464

http://robindeltoro.weebly.com
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Marking the growth of Mt. House over the years is easily done when look-
ing at our Little League.  In 2007, a resident named Eric Payne decided to form 
Mt. House's first youth sport group.  He contact Little League International and 
began the steps in order to do so.  After months of paperwork and purchases, 
our community's little league began its first season in 2008 with 13 teams and 
approximately 152 players.

Today our league consists of 31 teams; almost 350 players strong.  This 
is over 1/3 of the number of players in Tracy, although we are a town of 1/10 
the population, leaving us to determine what a family strong community this 
is in which we live.

Little League International's motto rings strong in moral fortitude, not 
only helping to culminate a love and understanding of the game of baseball, 
but outlining the importance of teamwork, leadership skills, and respect for 
ourselves, our community and others.

Lynn Juarez
MHLL President
(209) 832-5096
mhllpresident@gmail.com
mountainhouselittleleague.org

Mountain House Little League would like to thank our 2013 sponsors:
Kenner's Welding
The Olsen Family

MH Little League Opening 
Day March 16th

MH Sports

Important Baseball Dates To Remember
Mar 9 League pictures - Central Park
Mar 16 Opening day - Wicklund

From Rafael Arrizano

A final thought on Mountain House's inaugural Basketball season. I have 
never coached a basketball team before and I am such a degenerate shooter 
that back in the day I could never make a shot if my life depended on it. 
But Seabass (my son) and I grew closer together as we have in baseball and 
football and that is something we will always cherish. Our Tribe and gen-
erations before me in my family come from a strong football and baseball 
background, but after this year Seabass and Izzy (Wicklund Wildcats) will 
be adding the sport of basketball to our family battle streamers. Oorahh! 
Thank you Parents and MHYB for the opportunity to coach your kids this 
first season, I learned so much and now maybe I can make up for all those 
times I got hustled so bad in front of my house in the hood back in the day. 
Great Job to the league in their first year and now I am looking forward to 
next season! 

Thanks Monika Peters Kaho'onei for the great pic I felt I had to share 
it with our community!

Final Thought on Inaugural 
MH Basketball Season

The first MH Golf Club tournament of the 2013 season is Sunday March 
24 at Lone Tree in Antioch. Again, it is free to join our club. 

We hold monthly tournaments from March to October of each year at various 
courses around Mountain House.  The schedule, registration forms, and waiver 
forms are on our website, http://www.mhflagfootball.com/2013-season-golf.

Submitted by Lynn Juarez, President MH Little League
www.mountainhouselittleleague.org

510-393-4615

MOUNTAIN HOUSE BASEBALL

mi5andra@aol.com
w w w.MountainHouseBaseball.com

B A S E B A L L I N S T R u C T I O N
- All Levels • All Positions -
Strengthen Your Skills 
Hitting • Pitching • Catching 

• Fielding • Base-Running
$40 per session

Coach Mike

MH Golf Club Kicks Off 2013 
With March 24 Tourney
Submitted by Andy Su, MHFF President
www.mhflagfootball.com/2013-season-golf
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The 2013 Mountain House Kite Run will be held Saturday, June 8, 2013.  
Registration are being accepted now.

Starting Time:  Kids (12 & under) Fun Run-800 am, 5K/10K-830 am
Starting Location:  Central Community Park, 25 E Main Street, Mountain 

House, California.
Fees:  Kids (12 & under) Fun Run-Free, 5K-$30, 10K-$35 (plus fee to 

register via Active.com)
Race Features:  Technical fabric t-shirt, computerize timing, refreshments 

and awards.
Age divisions:  10 and under, 11-15, 16-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60+
Medals:  Top 3 in each age division will receive a medal.

Description
Enjoy a scenic loop course in Mountain House, in the East bay between 

Livermore & Tracy, starting next to Central Community Park and circling the 
Creek Park. Come for the Kite Run and stay for the annual Kite Festival im-
mediately following the race.

Our flat, fast loop course winds around the Mountain House Creek Park 
and is spectator friendly. The park is a nature-oriented open space that extends 
along an existing creek and related wetlands. Half asphalt and half decomposed 
granite, the course offers an excellent 'PR' opportunity. All levels of runners 
and walkers are welcome.  Strollers are also welcome.
To register, please go to www.mhkiterun.com

Questions?  Please contact Corey Strock at corey@mhflagfootball.com
Sponsor the 2013 MH Kite Run

Companies that donate over $50 of cash or merchandise will get on our 
website, flyer and can put coupons and flyers in our goodie bag.

Companies that donate over $150 of cash or merchandise will get on our 
website, flyer and can put coupons and flyers in our goodie bag AND get on 
the back of the race shirt.

To donate cash or merchandise, please contact Andy Su at andy@mhflag-
football.com
Sponsors

-MH Real Estate Group (Drew Jacobsen)
-Copy Station (Greg Holtz)
-Prime Health and Nutrition (Esther Crocker)
-Coca Cola (Paul Torres)
-Sky High Sports (Jodianne Mitchell)
-West Valley Disposal (Repetto's)
-Sysco (Austin Keese)
-Crossfit 580
-RoadID

2013 MH Kite Run 
Set for June 8
Compiled from www.mhflagfootball.com/2013-kite-run

EIN# 46-0582435

 

- Roast Gourmet Coffee - 
- Rescue Brew Tea - 

- Rescue Melts -
- Rescue Mug - 

Coffee or Tea for the Kitties

www.MountainHouseCats.com

Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue 
will receive $3 per item purrchased!!!

Shipping is very reasonable
the more you buy the more you save! 

Please go to our site and buy now!

QSF has funds to provide all grades with art instruction from an art teacher.  
This is not an inexpensive endeavor, but thanks to your donations, our children will 
benefit by this opportunity.  As classes begin in the next few months, we hope you 
enjoy seeing the masterpieces your children will bring home. 

 QSF is also happy to announce that we also have the funds to purchase 6-7 mi-
croscopes for the school to enhance science education.  At this time, our school only 
has one microscope and students don’t get the hands on experiences they should have 
as they study and learn the sciences.  We are excited at the educational opportunities 
these microscopes will provide our students.  We are also donating money to the 
school to provide enough playground equipment for the students to use at recess. 

Third, QSF would like to thank Kalvin Sales for providing snack benches for 
our kindergarten classes.  Until Kalvin delivered the beautiful snack tables (painted 
in our school colors) our kindergartners had nowhere to eat their snack.  Kalvin was 
able to build the benches seeking out donations from the community. QSF helped 
pay for this by covering what  he couldn’t collect from the community ($172).  Also 
thank you to Shawn Maibes who helped with the welding.  

Additionally, we would like to remind you that we still sell ice cream after 
school every Friday from 1:30 until about 2 or 2:15 PM, depending on the line.  Ice 
cream is a fun way for kids to wind down after a long week of school.  We also still 
collect Campbell’s soup labels for education (turn those into the front office) and 
don’t stop collecting those Box Tops!  Congratulations to Mrs. Perez’s class who 
won the first Box Tops collection ice cream party.  We are beginning our second 
contest now, so clip and cut those box tops! 

Last, but not least, please save the date of Saturday, April 27, 2013, for our Spring 
Auction.  This year’s theme is Mardi Gras Masquerade!  Our auction will be held at 
the Holiday Inn Express in Tracy from 5 to 10 PM.  We will have a dinner (catered 
by Chef Tomm), dancing, live band, and of course, silent and live auction items, 
including classroom projects, for you to bid on!  Space is limited, as the banquet hall 
only holds so many people, so purchase your tickets early if you plan on attending.  
Pre-sells will begin in March, $60 per couple or $35 for individual ticket.  We don’t 
anticipate having tickets available the night of the auction, so plan accordingly.

We thank you for your support!  If you would like to be more involved or have 
questions, please email us at questaschoolfoundation@gmail.com.  We also have 
a website, www.questaschoolfoundation.org, and our net parent meeting will be 
Thursday, March 7, in the Questa MultiPurpose Room at 7:30.  

Warm Regards,
Stephanie Olsen

Questa School Foundation
Happenings
Submitted by Stephanie Olsen, QSF President
www.QuestaSchoolFoundation.org
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Recycle For Reading 
Benefits Our LIbraries
Submitted by Summer Wolfe

Mountain House Matters! is brought to you by your Mountain House neighbors at Association News Network, Inc.  Published monthly as a free service to the Mountain House community, with a 
commitment and dedication to the growth and betterment of local groups and causes, Mountain House Matters! developed out of a clear need to reach more than just the online community.  Mailed 
through the USPS “Every Door Direct” mail program, Mountain House Matters is delivered monthly to all carrier-route addresses within the 95391 zip code.  Total distribution is growing as the 
number of homes we have grows, currently exceeding 3,600 pieces.  Production expenses are paid for by way of the generous advertising sponsorship support of our neighboring businesses and 
services.  We encourage your patronage of our sponsors.

The views and comments expressed within the articles herein are intended to bring current neighborhood and community information to your door.  Publisher assumes no responsibility for 
any opinions and/or statements offered by contributing authors to the publication.  Please check with each group for further information as events change.  

"Moe 'The Hobo' Cat" is a copyrighted production of Mountain House Matters and Kyle Thomas. Use of the images, or comic strip in whole or in part without expressed written permission 
of the publisher is prohibited.

Acceptance of advertising material does not constitute endorsement of the products or services offered.  A.N.N., Inc. reserves the right to reject any advertising copy or placement.

© 2013, all rights reserved • Association News Network, Inc.  • www.AssociationNewsNetwork.com
Mailing address: 2455 Naglee Rd. #263 . Tracy, CA  95304  •  209.229.8240  •  fax 209.229.8328

Advertising placements and/or article consideration should be directed to:
 Bryan Harrison, Publisher: info@mhmatters.net • 209-597-8157

MH Community Services District:  www.MHCSD.com
230 S. Sterling Drive, Suite 100
MH Sheriff Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 468-4400
MH Fire Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 831-6700
MH Library:  www.ssjcpl.org/locations/county/mhouse.html
579 Wicklund Crossing -  hrs:  M 10am-3 pm  •  T 2pm-7 pm  •  W 1pm-6pm
   TH 2pm-7pm  •  F 12pm-5pm  •  Sa 12pm-5pm  •  Su 12 pm—5 pm

MH Friends of the Library:  
MH Online Forum:  www.MHvillages.com
MH Wiki:  http://wiki.mhvillages.com/
MH Facebook Group:  www.facebook.com/groups/MountainHouse
San Joaquin County Animal Services:  (209) 953-6070

MH Asian-American Association: www.mhaaa.com
MH Cooks Club: www.facebook.com/groups/216816358451414/
MH Dog Club:  www.MHdogclub.com
MH Feral Cat Rescue:  www.MountainHouseCats.com - 209-597-8150
MH Flag Football, Inc.:  www.mhflagfootball.com
 (including: MH Tennis, Youth Cheer, Golf Club, & Volleyball)
MH Freecycle: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/ 
MH Hoops Basketball: www.mhhoops.net
MH La Leche League:  www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
MH Little League:  www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
MH Mothers Club:  www.MHmothersclub.com
MH Recycle for Reading: contact Summer Wolfe (925) 570-8770
MH Running Club:  www.MHrunners.com
MH Sports, Inc.:  www.mh-sports.org 
 (including: "Hurricane Nation" football, and Youth Basketball)
MH Technologists Group: search "Mountain House Technologists" on Facebook
MH Wine Club:  www.MHwineclub.com
MH Soccer Club:  www.MHsoccerclub.com
Macaroni Kid - MH/Brentwood:  www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
Neighborhood Watch:  
 Questa - www.facebook.com/groups/questamountainhouse.nw
Regional Transit -  Cancelled due to lack of patronage

CORRECTION:  The February issue inadvertently and erroneously stated that the Recycle 
for Reading program had been cancelled.  Not true.  The Regional Transit program was, in fact, 
cancelled.  Our apologies for any confusion this may have caused.

Voting for the new High School mascot and colors will be open March 4-8th.  
The community may vote.  The students get to vote.  Then, there will be a com-
mittee of community, students, and parents who will narrow it down and bring 
it to the board.  Mascot Rd. will have a name change to the new mascot name.

CSD Development Manager, Morgan Groover, presented "Mountain House 
101", an overview of the town, its development, and powers of the CSD.

Lt. Philip George, from the Sheriff's office, reported that crime is actually 
down, overall, in Mountain House.  "Suspicious Persons" calls, 236, outpaced 
"Disturbing the Peace", at 232 calls.  "Call us. We will come," he said.  The 
Sheriff's office adheres to a "100 minute" rule, whereby they will respond 
anywhere in the county in no more than 100 minutes. "We are often there in 
five minutes," he said.  There are currently a total of six (6) deputies assigned 
to Mountain House. 

On-hand, also, was Bill Hughes, Neighborhood Watch Coordinator.  Mr. 
Hughes met with the new Questa Village Neighborhood Watch Group, that had 
about 70 people in attendance at the Burton residence February 12.  Concerns 
over vandalism and break-ins prompted folks to organize.  All villages are 
encouraged to do the same.

Fire Chief, Steve Hamlin, discussed the CERT program as his primary 
focus.  He stated that 156 people have been trained in emergency preparedness 
over the past four years.  The "Learn Not To Burn" program is teaching fourth 
graders to teach their families fire safety.

Mountain House Librarian, Kathleen Baffleben, touted the dynamic pro-
grams going on at the library.  

The meeting ended right at 8:30, giving way for time to meet with the vari-
ous speakers for more information, and such.  Go to: www.MHmatters.net to 
view highlight videos, provided by Bob Corden.

Recycle for Reading is a CA CRV Recycle program that I have put 
together here in Mountain House. At Questa school I started the Recycle 
program in October and we have raised $369.98 with the money going 
to Questa School library. Outside of the school program I also collect CA 
CRV from our local community and that money goes directly to our city 
library. This month we will be donating $30.00. For more information 
please contact Summer Wolfe (925)570-8770.

Community Meeting 
Highlights continued from page 5

mailto:info@mhmatters.net
http://www.MHvillages.com
http://www.MHvillages.com
http://www.MHvillages.com
http://www.mhaaa.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/216816358451414/
http://www.MHdogclub.com
http://www.MountainHouseCats.com
http://www.mhflagfootball.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/
http://www.mhhoops.net
http://www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
http:// www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
http://www.MHmothersclub.com
http://www.MHmothersclub.com
http://www.mh-sports.org
http://www.MHwineclub.com
http://www.MHsoccerclub.com
http://www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
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West High Students Design 
& Build Feral Cat Drop Trap

u Live Music On Saturdays
u Friday Night Wine Pourings
u Full Wine Bar
u Custom Gift Baskets
u Port, Cigars, and Beer

Bring in this ad for15% offEntire Purchase

A Friendly Local 
  Wine Tasting Experience

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

expires 3/31/13

Call

209-597-8157

WHO’s 
Looking for You!

Branding/VisiBiLitY

w w w. M H m a t t e r s. n e t

Mountain House Matters!

By Bryan Harrison

Students from the Merrill West High School Space Engineering Academy 
(SEA) in Tracy recently took on a challenge to design and build a special feral 
cat drop-trap for the Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue. Team members Max-
well Gibbard, Crystal Mendez, and Analissa Eclevia, all Seniors at West High, 
joined forces on the project. Maxwell and Crystal presented the completed trap 
to MHFCR Trapper Anne-marie Swanepoel at her home February 18, 2013. 
Unfortunately, Analissa was not able to join them for the presentation. 

The concept and design for the trap was the brainchild of Maxwell Gib-
bard. Built with hinges to fold down for easy carrying and transport, the trap 
is an alternative to the standard wire-cage traps most often used. Anne-Marie 
explained that there are particular applications for this type of trap design, 
versus the more conventional ones. 

"Sometimes, if you have an elusive cat who refuses to go in a standard 
trap, the drop-trap can be an effective alternative," she said. "Or, when there is 
a mama cat with her kittens, this design can allow us to trap them all at once, 
keeping them together, and saving time." 

Gibbard's design included a "doggy door"-style lift hatch that can be con-
nected directly to a standard trap or carrier. Once trapped, the cat(s) are herded 
into the box for easy transport. 

MHFCR uses the "TNR" - Trap, Neuter, Return - process in dealing with 
the feral cat issue in Mountain House. Cats are returned after being fixed to live 
their lives in their defined colony, unharmed, but unable to continue to reproduce. 

"It's a long term humane solution," explained Ms. Swanepoel. The SEA 
is a four-year program that helps students explore and prepare for college and 
career pursuits in the areas of space science, engineering, and technology.

The Wicklund School Foundation is very pleased to announce our school's 
third annual Spaghetti Feed Auction fundraiser Friday, April 26th, from 5:00pm-
8:00pm, at Wicklund Elementary School in the multi use room. Tickets are a 
deal at just $5, which includes a spaghetti dinner, salad, bread, beverage and 
dessert.   There will be numerous raffle prizes, as well as custom made themed 
baskets to be bid on in a silent auction. 

Join Bethany School Foundation for a special Pancake Breakfast and Book/
Video Drive, Saturday, March 2, 2013, from 8am – 10am at Bethany School 
Multi-Use Room.

Tickets will be sold at the door and are $6.00 per person
COME JOIN THE FUN!

Join us as we celebrate Read Across America and Dr. Seuss with a read-
ing corner and coloring activities PLUS get served by our very own Bethany 
teachers!  

We will also be collecting new & gently used books & videos (all age ranges 
& genres, VHS/DVD/BluRay).  Anything that cannot be used in the school li-
brary/classroom will be sold and proceeds will be used to purchase new books 
for the Bethany School Library!  

BSF Pancake Breakfast and 
Book/Video Drive March 2nd
Submitted by Becki Bradford, BSF President
www.BethanySchoolFoundation.org

WSF Spaghetti Feed April 27
Submitted by Airika Smith-Payne, WSF President
www.WicklundSchoolFoundation.org

The money raised at this event will go 
toward technology and classroom improve-
ments. 

We appreciate the Mountain House 
community's support and look forward to 
another successful auction!  

Near Left:  MHFCR Trapper Anne-marie Swanepoel ac-
cepts custom drop-trap from Maxwell Gibbard and Crys-
tal Mendez, of the West high Space Engineering Academy.
Far Left: The humane trap captures those cats too clever 
for standard traps.

http://www.vino100tracy.com
http://www.MHmatters.net
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Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

MH Wine Club - 7-10pm 
info at: www.MHwineclub.com

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

MHCSD Board Meeting
7pm -MHCSD Building

BSF Pancake Breakfast
Book/Video Drive
8-10am - Bethany School - pg14

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

QSF Dinner Night Out
Casa Orosco, Livermore
15% of purchase back to QSF with flyer 
11am-9pm
www.QuestaSchoolFoundation.org

MH High School 
Mascot Voting:  March 4-8
www.lammersvilleschooldistrict.net >|Mascot Voting

Wicklund School 
Parent/Teacher Breakfast
7:45-8:30am -Wicklund MPR
hospitality@wicklundschoolfoundation.org

BSF Family Movie Night
Doors Open 6:30, 7pm Movie
Bethany MPR - Free Admission 
w/food available for purchase

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

Questa Dog Walk 
7:30-8:15am
meet at Questa School 
info at: www.MHdogclub.com

Bethany Dog Walk 
8:30-9:15am - meet at creek 
trail - Puente @ Las Brisas 
info at: www.MHdogclub.com

Altamont Dog Walk 
8:30-9:15am 
meet at Altamont ParkWicklund Dog Walk 

7:30-8:15am
meet at Wicklund Park Gazebo

Free tutoring by
Youth Action Committee
4-7pm - drop-in, MH Library

Free tutoring by YAC
4-7pm - drop-in, MH Library

Free tutoring by YAC
4-7pm - drop-in, MH Library

Free tutoring by YAC
4-7pm - drop-in, MH Library

Relay For Life 
Sweethearts Dance - 7-9pm 
Bethany School - see page 13

MH Golf Club Tournament
Lone Tree • Antioch
w w w.MHflagfootball.com/2013-
season-golf

MH Little League
Opening Day - Wicklund

MH Little League
Team Photos - Central Park
mountainhouselittleleague.org

Sweetheart Dance March 23rd
Co-Sponsored by MH Runners & MH Relay for Life
Submitted by Corey Strock

MH Runners and MH Relay for Life are proud to sponsor the first annual 
Mountain House Sweetheart Dance Saturday, March 23, 2013 from 7:00pm 
until 9:00pm., at Bethany School.

The dance is a parent/child dance. That's Daddy/Daughter and Mother/
Son. The ticket cost is $10 for an adult and $5 for a child. 

Your ticket includes the following:
• Free Photography from Portraits of Grace and Cody Love Photography
• Snacks/Drinks provided by the MH Cooks Club
• A Goodie bag with some candy and other items
• DJ music
Please contact Corey Strock, Lynette Hapgood, David Pombo, Michelle 

Mason or Skarlett Settle for tickets, and one of us will come and sell them to 
you. Or you can come by :)

Please "LiKE" Our 
FaceBook Page

www.MHmatters.net

New Photo Albums Added

Facebook.com/mountainHousematters
Communications Building 

Community Bridges

http://www.MHmatters.net

