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Autumn has set in, as was apparent by the bit of 
chill in the morning breeze, as folks began to gather for 
the much anticipated "Sneak Peek" of the construction 
progress at Mountain House High School.  

An early-morning kick-off tour by Principal Ben 
Fobert at 9am demonstrated made clear how well 
organized this event was, much in the same way he 
described detail after detail of the thought processes 
that went into the plans for the school.

Phase 1 and phase 2 are well under way, with 
phase 3 waiting in the wings.  All ball fields will be 
open when school starts next year, assured Principal 
Fobert.

This day was monumental, or at least, demon-
strated the enormity and complex nature of the build-
ing of Mountain House High School.   The two-story 

continued page 3continued page 6

The final Community Meeting of 2013 was held Thursday, 
November 21st at Bethany School.  Though moderately at-
tended, those present were treated to an evening that included 
a wide array of presentations by leaders from all corners.

Moderated by MH General Manager, Jan McClintock, 
CSD President Celeste Farron welcomed the crowd, as the 
evening's agenda got under way.

Lammersville Unified School District Superintendent Dr. 
Kirk Nicholas spoke about accomplishments and developments 
with our schools.  

LUSD schools ranked 
highest in API Scores, 
earning the designation as 
"the top school district in 
San Joaquin County", and 
Bethany and Lammersville 
Schools were nominated 
for the California Distin-
guished School Award, 
with LUSD being the only 
district in the county re-
ceiving a nomination.

"Over one thousand people took the sneak peek tour at 
November 16th at Mountain House High School," he stated.  
Dr Nicholas spoke proudly about the direction the high school 
is poised to take, explaining to the crowd that we are "moving 
away from an old technology called 'text books'," and toward 
an online 21st Century learning approach.

 Assembly woman Susan Eggman followed Dr. Nicholas.  
Referring to herself as "an academic and a politician", her 
dynamic presence was clear. She pointed out that, although 
Democrats now possess a "super-majority" in state govern-
ment, fears that they might go wild with taxation or spending 
have not borne out.  Rather, "we've taken a moderate course," 
to solving problems.

She mentioned the success of switching to the "Common 
Core" program for our schools, veering away from the "no 

child left behind" test-
ing approach. 

With any issue, 
she said, her question 
to staff is, "are we re-
ally solving a prob-
lem".  Her commitment 
is clear.  "I serve the 
people ... Please don't 
hesitate to reach out 
to us."

County Supervi-
sor Bob Elliott's rep., Scott Tyrrell, spoke next.  "We want 
to help development continue to happen out here," he stated.  
He touched on the adverse affects of AB109, which moved a 
lot of state-held prisoners to the county level, with many of 
those incarcerated being released, contributing to a spike in 
local crime.  

Matters!
Submitted by Dawn Fontenot
Office Supervisor, Mountain House High School
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Shea Returns With Design Scheme Options this
Saturday, December 7th

Bethany School Multi-Purpose Room
9:45 am check-in

- see page 7

MH Town Center Follow-Up Meeting

November MH Community Meeting 
Chalk Full of Valuable Info & Insight

Locally Owned & Produced

MH High School 
"Sneak Peek" 
Draws 1,000 People 

A respectable crowd turned out for the November 21, 2013 Mountain House Community 
meeting, and were treated to a broad-base of information, speakers, and presentations.

Aerial photo by Steve Willhide

http://www.mhmatters.net
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.471730306278360.1073741868.300288586755867&type=3
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If you have considered selling your home here in 
Mountain House, we highly recommend :

3  Use a local Realtor who understands the unique 
 Mountain House Market 
3  Use a Realtor who lives in our community
3  Choose a Local Realtor who has a proven track record 
 here in Mountain House.

Results That Move You

JOSHUA ANDERSON
584 Burk Ct

Mountain House CA 95391

To find the FREE value of your home, visit: www.MHhomeValue.com

Your Family Realtors 
we will sell your home for top dollar

Call or Text 24/7 
209.676-8999

enter PIN# 5966

Joshua Anderson Realtor  #01880040 MH Resident 209.688.5251
Treasure Molina Realtor #01892442 MH Resident 209.814.2011
John Reed   -   Team Anderson  MH Resident  510.414.2342
David Torres  -  Team Anderson  MH Resident 408.203.2082  -  Hablo Espanol
Starr Fernandes  -  Transaction Coordinator  650.544.8373

Meet with any Team Anderson Member today to determine 
what you will make from the sale of your home:

November MH Wine Club A Grapeful Affair
By Bryan Harrison
Photo gallery at: Facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters

Complete photo gallery at:
Facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters/photos_albums

A "Grapeful" affair was the November Mountain 
House Wine Club. Hosted by Joe & Sara Holtz, in their 
lovely Altamont home, wine club members were treated 
to a lovely evening of wine tasting and pairing, friends, 
and new resident members. MH Wine Club co-founder, 
Josh Anderson, celebrated his birthday with a specially 
designed cake by his loving wife, Treasure. 

Chef Jeff shared with the group a charitable cause 
he is supporting this Holiday Season, Special Spaces. A 
nonprofit organization that creates dream bedrooms for 
children with life-threatening illnesses. http://special-
spacessanfrancisco.org/.

Hostess, Sara Karam Holtz, went way above and 
beyond hostess duties, utilizing her adept marketing skills 
with "Grapeful" t-shirts, magnets, and calendars to share. 
The food was incredible, and the pairings delightful. A 
great evening to welcome-in the Holiday season.

Grapeful, indeed!

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.477169249067799.1073741869.300288586755867&type=3
http://www.Facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters/photos_albums
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November 2013
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Deadline for the January 2014 Issue is

info@mhmatters.net • 209.597.8157

From your neighbors at
263 W Adoncia Dr., Mountain House, CA 95391

December 27, 2013

A Division Of:

www.MHmatters.net
A Huge THANKS to all our 

Advertising Sponsors!

Community News • Enter tainment & Leisure • Spor ts •  More

Mountain House Matters! is brought to you by your Mountain House neighbors at Association News Network, Inc.  Published monthly as a free service to the Mountain House community, with a 
commitment and dedication to the growth and betterment of local groups and causes, Mountain House Matters! developed out of a clear need to reach more than just the online community.  Mailed 
through the USPS “Every Door Direct” mail program, Mountain House Matters is delivered monthly to all carrier-route addresses within the 95391 zip code.  Total distribution is growing as the 
number of homes we have grows, currently exceeding 3,600 pieces.  Production expenses are paid for by way of the generous advertising sponsorship support of our neighboring businesses and 
services.  We encourage your patronage of our sponsors, and are, of course, open to additional advertising sponsors.  Our page count will increase as does sponsorship support.

The views and comments expressed within the articles herein are intended to bring current neighborhood and community information to your door.  Publisher assumes no responsibility for 
any opinions and/or statements offered by contributing authors to the publication.  Please check with each group for further information as events change.  

"Moe 'The Hobo' Cat" is a copyrighted production of Mountain House Matters and Kyle Thomas. Use of the images, or comic strip in whole or in part without expressed written permission 
of the publisher is prohibited.

Acceptance of advertising material does not constitute endorsement of the products or services offered.  A.N.N., Inc. reserves the right to reject any advertising copy or placement.

© 2013, all rights reserved • Association News Network, Inc.  • www.AssociationNewsNetwork.com
Mailing address: 2455 Naglee Rd. #263 . Tracy, CA  95304  •  209.229.8240  •  fax 209.229.8328

Advertising placements and/or article consideration should be directed to:
 Bryan Harrison, Publisher: info@mhmatters.net • 209-597-8157

High School Sneak Peek
continued from page 1

Submit Your Article 
or Event Info from our online 

Content Submissions Form, at:

MHHS Booster Clubs Forming
Submitted by DiAnna Corden

We invite all residents of Mountain House, whether you have children attending or not, 
to like the Facebook page www.facebook.com/MHHSBoosterClub and check the website 
www.MHHSBoosters.org (coming soon) for updates and information about your Mountain 
House Mustangs !

We are looking for people to serve as secretary, treasurer, and parliamentarian of the 
MHHS Athletics Booster Club's Board of Directors.  If you would like to serve on the board 
or want more information, get in touch !  Please send us a message at MHHSBoosterclub@
gmail.com, or comment/private message us on our Facebook page. 

We are also looking for community members who are interested in vol-
unteering !  If you have talents you would like to share in any of the following 
areas, or have a different area of interest you think might benefit the Booster 
Club, please get in touch with us to indicate your interest.

 We are looking for volunteers in the following areas:

• Fundraising

• Membership

• Spirit Wear

• Concessions

• Advertising

• Activities and events

• Grant writing

• Scholarships

• Sport specific expertise

Thank you and Go Mustangs !!! Inviting all parents, students and interested community members!
Lammersville Unified School District is pleased to announce the next Mountain House 

High School Community Update Meeting.
Come and find out about progress and current events including Course Catalog, Reg-

istration, ASB Election, A Hiring Update. etc. 
We will also have our Sneak Peek Spirit wear for sale. T-shirts $15.00, Stickers $5.00, 

and Shopping Bags for $5.00. 
Please visit Mountain House High School Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/

MHMustangs for more information. You can also use Google Moderator   http://goo.gl/
GduJSb to give your input toward the meeting agenda and discussion points for the evening.  
Please voice your questions or wishes for this meeting so that we can tailor our presentation 
most effectively. 

When:  Tuesday, December 10th, 2013
Time:  7pm
Where:   Questa School Multi-Purpose Room
685 N. Montebello St.
Mountain House Ca 95391

For more information,   please contact Office Supervisor Dawn Fontenot at Mountain 
House High School (209) 836-7460.

MHHS Community Update 
Meeting December 10
Submitted by Dawn Fontenot, LUSD Office Mgr. -  dfontenot@sjcoe.net

buildings have been strategically placed to help cut down the wind on campus, for example.
The gym will hold more than 2,700 people in the bleechers at game time.  The adjacent 

"small" gym, or "wrestling gym", will hold another 700.  The football stadium will be open 
for the school's inaugural season, as well.  

A complete library and drama/band facility are in the works, as well.
This facility will no doubt serve the people of Mountain House, and its planned "21st 

Century education" approach, very nicely for years to come.

mailto:info@mhmatters.net
mailto:info@mhmatters.net
http://MHHSBoosterclub@gmail.com
mailto:MHHSBoosterclub@gmail.com
mailto:MHHSBoosterclub@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/MHHSBoosterClub
mailto:dfontenot@sjcoe.net
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Mountain House 
FamilyDaycare 

& Preschool
Y Full Time & Part Time Available

Y Developmentally Appropriate 
 Curriculum

Y Nutritious hot meals served daily

Y Loving Family Environment
$350 Monthly

209-832-2825

‘Twas the Night Before
I Had to Go Back to School
By Sangeetha Bharath 

Adapted from ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas by Clement Clarke Moore

‘Twas the night before I had to go to school, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
My books were in my backpack, put away with care,
In hopes that by the next morning, they’d still be there;
(they seem to disappear quite often, no?)
My family was nestled all snug in their beds;
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads;
While I lay without sleep, hearing noises and taps,
Obviously no sign in my future of a nice long winter’s nap,
Then another noise came— a huge clatter,
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash. (okay, fine, I don’t really have a sash)
The moon rose ahead on cars and houses and grass, not new-fallen snow,
Its light was blocked by houses and buildings below,
When what to my wondering eyes did appear,
But a teacher— honest!— a teacher so clear!
With books and pencils and tests and pens— click, click!
I knew in a moment I was dreaming, after a dinner so thick
Next to this teacher flashed books on a shelf,
I cringed and I winced in spite of myself,
A wink of my teacher’s eye, and a twist of my teacher’s head,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread,
This teacher spoke not a word, but went straight to work;
And graded my test, and turned with a jerk,
My teacher gave me a nod, and handed me an A;
This teacher soon disappeared, saying, “Have a good day!”
Instantly I woke up, expecting the morning,
But no one could have given me such a strong forewarning;
(I knew it was coming)
I looked at the clock,
And was unduly shocked,
It was yet to turn 10 p.m.
And the rest of my night,
Isn’t this every schoolchild’s plight?
It was fitful, I’ll weep,
For ‘twas the night before I had to go to school,
When no kid gets sleep.

Hello Friends: Often I have heard from family 
members and friends that they experience gas and 
stomach discomfort.  When asked what they ate, the 
general answer to quote them is "nothing too much 
or too heavy”.  And then I wonder what caused the 
discomfort. Our body is pretty good with complaining 

system. It only complains when something is not right or if we are not taking care of it.  So 
I did some research.  

Having gas is common and could lead to discomfort.  It comes in our digestive tract from 
sources such as swallowed air or breakdown of certain un-digested food by harmless bacteria 
present in our large intestine.  Air swallowing is a common cause.  Burping or belching is 
the way when most of the swallowed air exits our stomach. When the body does not digest 
and absorbs carbohydrates in the small intestine because of shortage or absence of certain 
enzyme, this un-digested food passes to the large intestine via the small intestine, producing 
hydrogen, co2 and, in some people, methane. These gases pass through the rectum.  

Passing  gas 14- 23 times a days is considered normal.  Studies have shown that most 
effective way to reduce gas is to change our diet. Maybe create a list of food items you eat 
every day and keep track of when it was caused and what you had eaten before it.  Or, be 
little adventurous and try new foods.  Maybe eat less food that causes gas. 

In some cases, if discomfort continues, doctors may prescribe medicine to reduce gas 
symptoms.  But the point to remember is that everyone has gas and is not considered life 
threatening.  Easy way to ease the discomfort is to eat a healthy diet. Always remember, we 
are what we eat.  

Holiday season has started and lot of good and yummy stuff is around, enjoy all, but in 
moderation, and stay healthy. 

By: Sukhjanvir Grewal

Gas & Stomach 
Dis-Comfort

Shop Avon On-line 
or at Home

with personal delivery and 
guaranteed satisfaction.

DIANA HUERTA
AVON Independent Sales Rep

Mountain House, Ca 95391

(209) 407-9521
www.youravon.com/dianahuerta12/31/13 12/31/13
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Buyers: Personal Tours
Sellers: Strong Marketing
Investors: Market Analysis

Short Sales & Notary

DRE #01876560

925-290-8578
www.AngelLamb.com

Angel Lamb
Realtor®

Mountain House Resident & Real Estate Specialist

Cub Scouts Return to Mountain House
By Bryan Harrison

The all-new Mountain House Cub Scout Pack 511 held their first Pack Meeting Wednesday, November 20, 2013.  Gathering in 
the CSD Board Room, a surprisingly large crowd turned out.  Having only just formed a month before, the size and apparent organi-
zation of the Pack was impressive.  Pack Leader, Karina Peterson, 
led the six dens, from Bobcats to Webelos through the course of 
their first meeting.  The Color Guard brought in the flags for the 
Pledge of Allegiance to kick off the evening.  

A special treat for the group was a visit from two longtime 
military personnel who live in Mountain House.

Ten year Army veteran, Su Nguyen, shared with the scouts her 
time serving in North Korea. During her time there, she explained, 
she received as an award a piece of the fence that separated North 
and South Korea that had been replaced.  "A new fence was installed 
in 2000. All service people stationed at the time got a piece of (the 
old) fence," she said. 

Sergeant 1st class, Jason Casey, then spoke to the group. He 
has spent 16 yrs in the Army, with four years to retirement. Casey serves in the Infantry.  He 
explained that he now works with FEMA in case if disaster. He served two tours of duty in 
Iraq: 15 months, and then another 12 month stint. He said he was stationed in Bosnia for a 
time, as we'll. 

The kids wanted to know about his guns, and whether he'd ever gotten blown up.  He 
stated that he actually got blown up nine (9) times.  The worst he experienced out of that, he 
said, was a damaged knee. 

Why join the military?  "I wanted to give to my country," he said proudly.
Award badges were then given out to each scout present.  Each Den Leader was ac-

knowledged for their commitment to the endeavor.  One of the first activities for this young 
pack was the "Scouting for Food" program, whereby they collective food donations for the 
holiday season.  Due recognition was given to parents who helped.  The color guard then 
closed ceremonies in succinct fashion.

New MH resident, Tiffany Salters, stated that 26 kids and 14 parents were prepared 
to go on the Pack's first field trip to see the USS Hornet, which is docked in Alameda, on 
November 26th. Tiffany is the Pack's Outdoor Field Trip coordinator, and will working on 
more such adventure.

"It's been amazing how people have stepped up to the 
plate to help make this Pack a reality," Ms. Peterson stated.  

Karen De Castro shared that "Scouting for Food 
last November 16 was a great event as well. Tracy and 
Mountain House donated 9,650 pounds of food for the 
Tracy Interfaith Ministries!"

Pack meetings will generally be held the third 
Wednesday evening of each month.  While there is no 
Pack meeting in December, the next field trip will be a 
trip to the MH Fire House December 11th.   

Great start, Pack 511! - Click for Web site

http://www.AngelLamb.com
https://mountainhousepack511.shutterfly.com/
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Flaunt
Flaunt it!If  you've got it,

Christine Palmer
owner/colorist/stylist

925 580 9849
goodhairday4me2@yahoo.com

148 Ray Street Suite E&F  Pleasanton  CA  94566

Selling During the Holidays 
Is Not All Bad

Submitted by: Joshua Anderson 
homesbyjosh@yahoo.com

Corner

 2455 N. Naglee Rd
Tracy, CA 95304
209-830-1526
• Mailbox Services
  (Physical Street Address)
• Notary Services
• Computer Services
• Live Scan Services

$2.00 OFF 
Notary Services

(No Limit)

Coupon Valid At Both Locations 
Offer Expires 01/31/14

3 Months Free 
w/12 Month Mailbox 
Contract At Regular Price
(New Box Holders Only)
Coupon Valid At Both Locations 

Offer Expires 01/31/14

  793 S. Tracy Blvd
Tracy, CA 95376
209-830-5044                 

• Copy Services
• Fax Services 
• Packaging Services
• UPS Shipping
• Postal Services

49¢
Color Copy 

Special
(Limit 100)

Coupon Valid At Both Locations 
Offer Expires 01/31/14

Now TWO Great Locations

Buyers can, and do, get VERY serious during this busy time of year.
The holiday season is generally known as the worst time to sell a home. While sales do 

tend to drop off between November and January, there are actually some good reasons to sell 
your home during these months and these months will bring you top dollar.

• Buyers are more serious. Anyone shopping for a home during the holidays probably 
has to buy before a certain deadline. January is a popular month for job transfers, so some 
buyers may be looking to relocate before the New Year. Investors may also want to close 
before the end of the year for tax reasons. Work with your agent to target these motivated 
buyers.

• Buyers have more time to house-hunt. Some buyers purposely wait until their 
families are together for holiday vacations to start looking for a home.

• There are fewer homes for sale. Lots of sellers take their homes off the market dur-
ing the holidays, assuming no one will be buying at this time. But with serious buyers still 
out there and a lower inventory of homes, your home has a great chance of standing out.

• Services are more available. Business slows down for real estate agents, lenders, 
home inspectors, appraisers and title companies during the holidays, so they all have more 
time to spend with clients. 

• Homes show better in the winter. Decked out in lights and 
garland, homes often look their best during the holiday months. 

Joshua L Anderson, Realtor / CDPE / BPO / REO, KLEMM Real Estate, is a 
10 year resident of Mountain House, CA, and a strong proponent of the 
use of local, Mountain House-based, realtors for optimum effectiveness.  
He may be reached directly on his cell, at: (209) 688-5251; office line (209) 
229-1369; fax (888) 814-3958; or email homesbyjosh@yahoo.com
DRE License Number: 01880040  •  www.mhhomevalue.com
Follow Josh on his blog:  www.joshuatherealtor.com/

His presentation was followed by a video presentation on Mountain House Creek.  
Though made several years ago, the video gave great insight into the complex design and 
working of our creek.  "BMPs (best mgmt practices)" were stressed in the restoration process.  
All drains around Mountain House go through a series of holding/filtration ponds before 
entering the creek.  The Creek was designed to handle 100 yr storm levels. Many studies 
were done to restore the creek to what it was centuries ago. Some 50,000 California native 
plants and trees were brought in, as well.

Following the video, GM McClintock addressed some of the concerns about use and 
intention of the creek. We have Beavers who do what beavers do. "We're not going to go 

out and spank the beavers," she said.  We are graced now 
with River otters, as well.  The fish and crayfish provide 
a food supply for them.   "Be very careful about what you 
put down the storm drains," she urged.  It all winds up in 
the creek and, ultimately, in the Delta.

Jim Lamb gave a detailed presentation on the CERT 
program. 20 people in town have completed training to 
date.  Rajesh Dighe served as Jim "wingman" for the 
presentation.   A new CERT training session starts in Jan.  
See the photo for details. 

Next was Dave Thomas, a professor at the MH Delta 
College South Campus. Professor Thomas came to let 
us all know about their intriguing new Solar Technol-

ogy program.  "California leads the nation when it comes to solar installations," he said.  
There is a lot of electrical information in this program, which includes not only installation 
knowledge, but system design, as well. The course is designed for a one-year turn-around, 
and is transferable to four year school.  

Dave Sargent, from Shea Mountain House, was next.  He started with a slide of the 
Altamont Village, stating that "just twelve houses are left to sell in Altamont. He pointed 
out the Altamont was a TriMark project, not trying to take credit for its growth, but noting 
the overall growth we are experiencing.  

While not completely built out, "Questa is sold out to home builders at this time," he said.   
His focus then shifted to development of the new "Neighborhood C", or "Hansen Vil-

lage".  Roads are laid in phase one, and homes will start showing up soon.  Grading for 
phase two all the way out to Grantline Rd has begun, as well.   He noted some of the aerial 
photos he was showing were provided by our own Steve Willhide.

"We have had good response in the market from homebuilders," he stated. There are 
four (4) home builders poised to begin soon.

Next, he discussed the Town Center, asking how many people in the crowd attended 
the recent workshops.  A good number of hands went up, and applause broke out.  He noted 
the follow-up meeting Dec 7 will be held at Bethany school (previously reported to be held 
at Questa).  There, Shea MH, LLC will present two or three design schemes for community 
feedback.  "We will then come back in late January, or maybe early February, with a final 
design," he said.

Mountain House Community Meeting 
continued from page 1

MH General Manager Jan McClintock

mailto:homesbyjosh@yahoo.com
http://www.mhhomevalue.com
http://www.joshuatherealtor.com
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4600 S. Tracy Blvd., Suite #118  •  Tracy, CA
209-834-0744

www.facebook.com/SolutionsMedicalSpa

• Botox
• Juvederm
• Laser Hair Removal
• Obagi Skin Care
•  Permanente Make-Up

SPEcIALIzINg IN:
• Facials
• Microdermabrasion
• Waxing
• Latisse

Dr. Makker & Veronica Yerian, RN

Thank you from Solutions Medical Spa, 
and businesses located within the spa:  Dr. Makker, 
Veronica, Erin, Janine, Ron, Sandy, Alicia, and Greg.

As a follow-up to the community workshops held October 19 on the development of the 
MH Town Center, Shea Mountain House, LLC has announced that they will be presenting 
two or three design scheme plans Saturday, December 7, 2013 at Bethany School.  RSVPs 
are requested.  Please go register now, at:  http://mountainhouseworkshop.com/

Town Center Follow-Up December 7th
From Shea Mountain House, LLC

Your Attendance Is Requested at The Mountain House

Saturday, December 7th
Bethany School Multi-Purpose Room

570 S Escuela Dr.  

9:45 am check-in
(a light breakfast will be provided)
10:00 am to 12:00 pm Presentation 

12:30 pm to 2:00 pm Lunch and Group Discussion  

http://mountainhouseworkshop.com

www.Facebook.com/CodyLovePhotography

(925) 337-9598
Mountain House Local - Schedule Your Appointment Now

Holiday Portraits 
To Last A Lifetime

Give the gift of memories with family photos 
this Holiday Season! 

• On Location or In-Home Photoshoots  
• Gift Certificates   • Reasonable Rates

codylovephotography@live.com

San Joaquin County Sheriff Lt. Phil George noted the recent spike in crime activity in 
town.  Catalytic converter thefts have been on the rise, especially on 

1500 & 2500 trucks, he said. There are after-market products to lock your catalytic 
converter to your vehicle, he said. Or, another idea he suggested was to etch your lic # right 
on your catalytic converter.  He explained that when they stop a truck that has numerous 
catalytic converters in it, we have a hard time being able to identify who they belong to.  If 
we find a license number etched on one, we can trace it back to the victim, and then we are 
able to pursue charges. 

Residential burglaries up. The sheriff's department is running Special Ops to hopefully 
catch some of the perpetrators.

He also advised, during the holiday season, to minimize "crimes of opportunity".  Don't 
have UPS or FedX deliveries left on your porch.

"We like to see suspicious persons calls on the report," he stated.  
Sheriff Moore then added that the Mountain House logo seal has been added on all cars.  

"I'm not happy with our animal services," he stated. Working to make changes. Deploying 
7 days/wk. 8am-8pm.  They have an active list for hiring at least a couple of people for the 
animal services division.  Still, Animal Services is predominantly for domesticated animal 
issues. State Wildlife is responsible for raccoons. 

"You guys can't call us enough," he said, echoing Lt. George. He also noted that there 
is no additional charge on the MH contract for detective services, special task forces, etc.   

Capt McMahon MHCSD Fire Dept. gave great holiday season cautionary advice.
"Holidays mean fires," he said. Cooking, candles and holiday decorations are all fuel 

for fire.  Cooking-related issues are the number one cause of household fires. 
"Turkey friers. They contain a large quantity of oil that's heated to where fumes can 

ignite. Often fires start from people using too much oil. 
"Keep cooking area a kid free zone," he urged.  "Important we educate family members 

and guests. If you have kitchen fire, get out and close the door. Don't put water on 
it. Spreads fire. Turn heat off, slip lid on it, and take it outdoors." 

Candles - pay attn to candles. Throw old candles away and buy new ones. Kids 
and pets should not be left alone with lit candles. Flameless candles have gotten a 
lot better.

Fake Christmas trees a lot safer than real. Live trees can drink two containers 
of water a day.  For every 40 fires there a death bs 1 in every 142 normally. Don't 
place near heating source: bright light, for place, heater vent. Don't put near an exit. 

GM McClintock added that auto theft prevention tool, The Club, is available for 
free for 10 particular types of vehicles. Call the CSD for more information. 

If out and about, and you see someone sus-
picious, you can send a text to "Crimes".  Type 
"sjso" and whatever you wanna say, and police will 
respond.

The meeting was packed with significant in-
formation, yet was complete by 9pm.  Always a 
tremendous service to the community.  

Present tonight, as usual, were Bob Corden and 
DiAnna Corden who shot video of the proceedings.  
We hope to be able to provide clips from the evening 
soon.    Gotta love our town!Assembly Woman Susan Eggman

MH Code Enforcement 
/Inspector, Cedric 

Hawthorn
at the November 

Community Meeting

Lammersville Unified School District Supervisor, Dr. Kirk 
Nicholas, laid out the district's Strategic Plan at the Novem-
ber 21, 2013 Community Meeting.

New Mountain House 
Recreation and 

Communications 
Coordinator, 
Angel Lamb

Click here for complete photo gallery

http://www.facebook.com/SolutionsMedicalSpa
http://mountainhouseworkshop.com/
http://mountainhouseworkshop.com
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.471730306278360.1073741868.300288586755867&type=3
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Services District Launches 
Open Town Hall
Submitted by Mountain House Community Services District

As reported here last month, the Moun-
tain House Community Service District has 
launched Open Town Hall, an exciting online 
platform designed to engage citizens in a 
conversation that will harness their input on 
important issues.

Officials will read the statements and 
incorporate them into the decision-making 
process. Further, the district aims to empower 
citizens by providing them information on each 
issue to enrich online comment and to provide 
more opportunities for citizen interaction and 
engagement.

"We want the public to be part of the pro-
cess and they’re online,” said Spokesperson. 
"This is an incredibly cost-effective way to 
empower residents to participate in city deci-
sions from the privacy and convenience of their 
own home."

You are invited to respond to the first 
topic on Open Town Hall, which asks, “Which 
features would you like to see in the new neigh-
borhood park?” You can read what others are 
saying about the proposed ordinance, and share 
your own opinion at www.peakdemocracy.
com/1486.

Peak Democracy, a non-partisan company 
based in Northern California, developed the on-
line platform. Their mission is to broaden civic 
engagement and build public trust in govern-
ment. About 60 other cities and counties across 
the country are using Open City Hall including 
Lake Oswego, Humboldt County, Palo Alto, 
Salt Lake City, and Saint Paul.

http://www.peakdemocracy.com/1486
http://www.peakdemocracy.com/1486
http://www.takecaretermite.com
http://www.scentedtowel.com
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Fun Frost and Family
The Mountain House Holiday Lights Annual Contest is back again this year! If you’re 

the kind of family that loves to get into the holiday spirit, there’s no better way to show it off 
than by participating in Holiday Lights. Each year, more than 50 residents enter and decorate 
their houses, with hundreds of visitors touring the community. Homes all around Mountain 
House will be decked out porch to rooftop in festive lights and decorations, and we can’t 
wait to see what unique and beautiful designs you come up with. 

Our 5th Annual Holiday Lights Contest is going on now until December 20th. So, there’s 
still plenty of time to share in the magic of the season. Be sure and enter your home in the 
contest by December 8th.  Not only can you participate by decorating your own home with 
lights, but you can vote too. (Yes, you can vote for your own house.) Encourage your friends 
to do the same. After touring the homes, go online and vote daily for your favorite entries 
December 13th – 20th. Voting is open to all. 

We’re spreading the holi-
day cheer with some great 
prizes. We’ll even randomly 
select one voter to win a prize 
of $100 just for fun. We wish 
you the best of luck as you 
jingle all the way to the grand 
prize!

Look what you could win!
1st Place - Jingle Bells Rocked, $500 American Express Gift Card
2nd Place - Silver Bells Shone, $250 American Express Gift Card
3rd Place - Decked the Halls, $150 American Express Gift Card
Voter - Santa's Helper, $100 American Express Gift Card

Grab some cocoa and 
the kids and make touring 
Holiday Lights an annual 
tradition!

Vote for your favorite Hol-
iday Lights home at 
mhholidaylights.com

Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue
Cat & Kitten Adoption Fairs Continue!

There will be many adorable cats and kittens on display for you to hold and cuddle
and fall in love with.  Maybe even take one or two home as your very own.

M o v i n g  to  S at u r day s
a s  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 4

11am-3:30pm
at Petfood Express: 1436 1st St., Livermore
www.MountainHouseCats.com

http://mhholidaylights.com/
http://mhholidaylights.com/
http://www.MountainHouseCats.com
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Mountain House Dental
Isabela L. Putzlacher, DDS

209.839.8755
•  Laser Dentistry with Waterlase MD
•  Gentle and Personalized Treatment
•  Digital X-rays /Intra Oral Camera
•  White Fillings, Veneers & Crowns
•  Teeth Whitening, Sealants
•  Emergencies Welcome
•  Nitrous Oxide Available

Now Offering

One Appointment 

crown
CEREC Machine

561 Wicklund Crossing (next door to Wicklund's Market)

with The Wand!  Computerized Anesthesia
Experience Less Painful Dentistry

"We feed you like family"- Happy Holidays from Misenplace Catering Company
www.Facebook.com/misenplacecateringco

Ask about out Holiday Specials! 
We cater to any event big or small

• Thanksgiving Dinner
• Christmas Party
• Private Party

contact us:

• Family Gatherings
• Social Events
• Corporate Events

• Party Trays for Pick-up or Delivery

Like Us on Facebook:
ChefPowe23@gmail.com

(209) 229-1434

catering company

Have A Stress-Free Holiday 
with

Submitted by Susan Lapeña Yraola
Photos by Susan Lapeña Yraola and Tes Espiridion Banagan

MH Fil-Am Society Plans Christmas Party Slated for December 14

We had a great turn out at our 2nd annual MH Filipino American 
Society picnic on October 19th.  We were all surprised that so many more 
people showed up to the picnic than expected. Meeting new Kaibigan 
at Kapitbahay (friends and neighbors) was truly a blessing.  Thanks to 
those who attended. 

As always what is a Filipino picnic without all the good food and 
the games included. Thanks to Merla D. Torres for organizing the games 
this time around, everyone had a great time. We also supported our ka-
pamilia KC de la Cruz for winning the TFCkat2013 Grand Champion, 
held at Great America, CA that day, Congratulation KC! I’m excited 
to see and meet everyone as we have great plans for future meeting.

The Fil-Am group is having our 1st Christmas Party on 
Saturday, December 14th 2013 at Questa.

Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow!
Oh, the weather outside might be frightful

but our party will be delightful!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 
FIRST FIL-AM CHRISTMAS PARTY

Saturday, December 14, 2013
Questa Elementary School Multiuse Room

Registration is at 4:00 pm - 
Dinner will begin promptly at 5:00 pm

** All members please register here - http://eepurl.com/IhnPP **
*** SEMI-FORMAL RED ATTIRE ***

• Mr. and Mrs. Claus will visit
• Special Entertainments

• Christmas Raffles
• Potluck Dinner & Dance

 
Our Christmas party will be one you won’t want to miss.  

Please invite other Fil-Am to join us. 
We are requesting that all members of Fil-am register 

http://eepurl.com/IhmPP 
To find out more, join the facebook group at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MHFILAMS. 
Salamat Po!

http://www.Facebook.com/misenplacecateringco
mailto:ChefPowe23@gmail.com
http://eepurl.com/IhmPP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MHFILAMS
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31 East 6th Street 
Downtown Tracy

Check Us Out On Facebook
Elaines'  Boutique

Women's Fashions

Tuesday - Friday: 
10:15am - 5pm
Saturday: 
10am - 4pm

Dress for the season! 
Come Check-Out Our Holiday Fashions

Offering: 
• Clothing   • Purses   • Shoes

• Home Decor

4 General Memberships

4 V.I.P. Memberships
    (full access to the gym 
      & all classes)

4 Personal Training

4 Family Add-On 
      Discounts

4 Student, Military, 
      Police & Fire Discounts

$ 0  
ENROLLMENT 

OR

$29.95/MONTH 
 

Optional V.I.P. pkg. includes: 
BOOTCAMPS – BOXING – 

KICKBOXING – TRX
Visit Club For Details 

Expires 12/31/13

4 General Memberships

4 V.I.P. Memberships

4 Personal Training

4 Nutrition Plans

4 Family Add-On 
      Discounts

4 Student, Military, 
        Police & Fire Discounts

Full Service Facility

Callie and Amber Strock selling Amber's amazing Pepper Jelly.

First ever Bethany Bazaar held at Bethany 
elementary school from 11-4pm on November 23. 
Bethany School Foundation hosted 30 local vendors 
and crafters selling a wide array of items from home-
made jelly to computers. The afternoon was a chance 
to have local talent showcase their offerings, self 
home-based business products like Origami Owl and 
31 Gifts, while eating lunch and learning about local 
business opportunities.  Local caterers were on hand 
serving up fresh food to the hungry. Families drove 
and walked over to campus to get a jump on holiday 
shopping while supporting their neighbors' businesses. 
Bethany School Foundation was happy to host the 
event and would like to have more local fairs in the 
coming months. Please contact vicepresident@betha-
nyschoolfoundation.org for information on events 
and to obtain contact information for vendors shown!

BSF Hosts November 23rd Bethany Bazaar
Submitted by Lynnete Hapgood & Aleyta Meldrum
Photos by Aleyta Meldrum

Sana Creations- 3 generations of beautiful women who hand 
make their special items specifically for you

Christie Alexander-Ernst showing off her 
gorgeous display of Stella & Dot

Lil Beez Italian Ice vendors, putting sweet 
smiles on your face!

Olivia's Sweet & Sassy Boutique, selling bow's and chunky neck-
laces fit for any occasion! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Elaines-Boutique/111408735604251?ref=br_tf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Elaines-Boutique/111408735604251?ref=br_tf
http://www.tpftracy.com
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u Live Music On Saturdays
u Friday Night Wine Pourings
u Full Wine Bar
u Custom Gift Baskets
u Port, Cigars, and Beer

Bring in this ad for15% offEntire Purchase

A Friendly Local 
  Wine Tasting Experience

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

expires 12/31/13

Mountain House Resident Of The Month:

Corey Strock
A “Strock of Genius” - A resident who gets things 
done in our wonderful little town! 
By Aleyta Meldrum

"Mountain House Resident of the Month" is 
the brainchild of longtime resident Josh An-
derson.  Josh, along with wife & partner, Treasure 
Molina, decided that some form of recognition 
should be extended to the many great people 
of our fine community.  Teaming with Mountain 
House Matters allows us all a means of celebrat-
ing many of those most active in our community.

As it happened, local writer, photographer, 
full-time mom, and sometimes Hang-Over Hero, 
Aleyta Meldrum, had been hoping to be involved 
in interviewing chosen residents and writing 
profile-type articles.

So it is with great pleasure that Mountain 
House Matters now features the "Mountain House 
Resident Of The Month".  Voting may now be done 
by submitting the voting form from our site, at:  
www.mhmatters.net/pages/rotm_vote.html

I may be biased, but Corey 
(as well as his family) holds a spe-
cial place in my heart. The Strocks 
were one of the first families we 
met in Mountain House. To me, 

they are dear friends.  So, as I write, I am writing not only the facts but also with sentiment. 
While the whole family is wonderful, we are focusing on November’s resident of the month 
winner, Corey Strock. When I heard he was nominated I couldn’t help but smile. He deserves 
this, and I’m proud to tell you all, the lovely community of Mountain House, about the efforts 
he has put forth to better the town in which you live. 

Corey is a large presence in our community. He has been a creator, a motivator, a planner, 
an implementer and participator and, well, an involved conversationalist. 

A great quality about Corey, for those of you who don’t know him, is that he’s honest and 
real. Corey is a self-starter, a team player and a leader. When a task is at hand he will get it 
done. I know these things simply by being his friend and around 
him in a group setting. For those of you who don’t know him, 
however, let’s talk about the facts. 

Have you ever heard of Flag Football? Along with Dr. 
Andy Su, these two men created and organized one of Mountain 
Houses’ most beloved past times for kids and adults. MHFF 
(Mountain House Flag Football), which is a non-profit organiza-
tion, has expanded and grown in the past years due in large part 
to Mr. Strock's involvement.   He serves as a referee, a board member, someone present every 
single Saturday, without a child involved in the sport. Yes, that is Corey. In fact, this describes 
Corey in a nutshell. If it’s for the kids, if it needs to get done, he will be the first to volunteer. 

Prior to the 5th annual MH Fourth of July Parade there were no sponsors. No one had 
taken the reins to organize it. So Corey stepped up to the plate, along with MHFF, and the MH 
Runners Club, to make sure it was a success. 

As the Director of Special Events, he set the parade in action, giving character to our town, 
magically putting smiles on the faces that lined our streets. I asked Corey why he participated 
so much, why he put forth so much of his free time to our community. 

“Our town is new. You can start a club, or build something and make sure it is done right. 

You can see it through from the beginning and make sure it is progressing on the right path.” 
He went on to say this: “Take the newspaper, Mountain House Matters, for example. Where 
else can you start a newspaper from the ground up? It’s incredible, and I’m proud to be in the 
starter stages of these clubs and activities.” 

This year, Corey's daughter, Callie, is a cheerleader with MHFF.  So, along with his 
weekly referee job, he gets to wave across the filed at his beautiful wife, Amber, and his pre-
cious blond angel. Referees are always needed by the way. (Any high-school kids that need 
volunteer hours?) Please contact Corey or Andy @mhflagfootball.com for details.

As I was interviewing Corey, his lovely wife, Amber, walked through the room. I candidly 
asked Corey what he thought his family felt about him being so active in the community, and 
putting so much of his spare time into his surroundings. 

“I’d like to think Amber is proud. We are all now at a point we are involved as a family. 
Callie cheers, Amber does an extreme amount of baking and cooking, mostly for fundraising 
and good causes. She was an active participant in Relay for Life, and is not stingy with her 

time or gifts. She is the first to volunteer as well.” 
I could see it, on Corey’s face. He loved the involve-

ment his family has.  He loved that they are all thriving in 
the community. One of the quotes that has stuck with me 
the most, that I heard Corey say a few weeks ago, is this: 
“There are many people who want things done or who ask 
WHEN something will get done. But there are very few 
who will actually step up and volunteer.” I find this to be 

true. Corey is one, however, who, when he wants something accomplished he will just do it. 
For example, Corey loves to run. So he gathered a group and started the MH Runners Club 

(you can find out more details on their face book page: www.facebook.com/groups/mhrun-
ners/ or on their webpage: www.mhrunners.com/) The MH Runners Club was an integral 
part of the Kite Run. Although technically ran by Flag Football, Corey gathered volunteers 
from his running club to man the first aid station, set up barricades, and hand out fliers. It’s 
these small things that make a huge impact on our town and it’s success. 

“I started running the "Couch to 5k". I was 325 lbs, and it changed my life, really. So after 
that I wanted to help others and mentor them." 

corey’s Top Five Running Songs:
 1. Kick, Push (Lupe Fiasco)
 2. Lose Yourself (Eminem)
 3. Breakfast at Tiffany’s (Deep Blue Something)
 4. Pour Some Sugar on Me (Def Leopard)
 5. Yeah (Usher)

Continued page 18

http://www.vino100tracy.com
www.mhmatters.net/pages/rotm_vote.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mhrunners/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mhrunners/
http://www.mhrunners.com/
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Live Music • Comedy
Wine Down Wednesdays
Therapeutic Thursdays

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

Friday, Dec 6 • 6-8pm
Frog's Tooth Winery Pouring! night!  

Saturday, Dec 7 • 7 -10pm
LIVE MUSIC by Gage! $5 cover

Sunday, Dec 8 • 1-6pm
20% off bottles - for club Members!

Friday, Dec 13 • 6-8pm
Club Night!  Come down for Dec club wines!

Saturday, Dec 14
2nd Night of Club Night!  6-8pm
Live Music with Horatio! 7-10pm

Sunday, Dec 15 • 1-4pm
get Your Picture Taken With Santa!

(Private party in the evening) 
Friday, Dec 20 • 6-8pm

Hovey Pouring!
Saturday, Dec 21 • 8-11pm

Comedy Night!
Sunday, Dec 22 • 1-6pm

20% off bottles - for club Members!
Tuesday, Dec 24

Open Christmas Eve 12-6pm
Wednesday, Dec 25

Closed for Christmas!
Sunday, Dec 29 • 1-6pm

20% off bottles - for club Members!

get MOORE 
For Less with

209-390-1313
www.MQpest.com

v General Pest Control
v Critter Control & Exclusion
v Rats/Mice/Gophers

At Moore Quality Pest Control 
we aim to provide top-notch 
service for a reasonable rate.

Family Owned & Operated Since 2008

call us today for a 
FREE quote

209.639.9876
Your Local Home Improvement Specialist!

P r o b l e m s  A t  H o m e ?

RiverWorks
Int./Ext. Painting • Sheetrock Repairs • Carpentry • Power Washing

Cabinets • Plumbing Upgrades • Entertainment Centers
General Contractor

License #752119
Lee Rivers
FREE ESTIMATESCALL

CALL

(209)-834-6861
www.CDMTile.com

License #: C54-930291

Mountain House 
Tile Contractor 

Specializing in Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling 

as well as Fireplaces, 
Patios and Flooring

Free In-Home
Consultation

925-447-0365 

Since 1849

16784 Grant Line Road, Tracy CA 95391 • 925447-0365
www.Facebook.com/MountainHouseBar

  •  Mountain House Taco Thursdays 

Your Family-Friendly Hometown Pub

•  BBQ Every Weekend      •  Open Mic Jam Sunday 2-6pm

A Mountain House Tradition

The Long-Awaited Kitchen Remodel 
Is Nearing Completion  

With a new food menu will come the 
All New Wine Menu - Stop in for more info

Mountain House Bar Rocks It 
With First Annual Toy Run

http://www.MQpest.com
http://www.CDMTile.com
http://www.Facebook.com/MountainHouseBar
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MH Sports
MH Youth Basketball Season 
Two Gets Under Way
By Bryan Harrison, with submissions from Reno Ursal

2013-14 MHYB STANDINGS
2013-14 MHYB Standings  After Week 2  

5th/6th Grade Division     
TEAM W L % WINS PF PA
Swaggers 2 0 100.0% 52 34
Bulls 1 0 100.0% 24 19
Titans 1 1 50.0% 39 50
Team Elite 0 1 0.0% 21 25
Lakers 0 2 0.0% 39 47 
         
3rd/4th Grade Division
TEAM W L % WINS PF PA
MoJo's 3 0 100.0% 75 54
Jadon's Warriors 2 1 66.7% 58 44
Jazz 1 1 50.0% 28 26
Spurs 0 2 0.0% 32 48
Dixon 0 2 0.0% 20 30
 
Rookies Division          
TEAM W L % WINS PF PA
Warriors (W) 2 0 100.0% 28 14
Warriors (J) 2 0 100.0% 31 20
Heat 1 1 50.0% 23 21
Lincoln 1 1 50.0% 25 25
Avengers 0 2 0.0% 20 28
Thunder 0 2 0.0% 12 35

Mountain House Youth Basketball Standings

For more, go to: 
www.mh-sports.org/ 

click on Youth Basketball tab

Mountain House Youth Basketball 
plays every Saturday at Questa School Multi 
Purpose Gym.  Eight games are played each 
Saturday, with the first tip-off at 8:30am, and 
the last came running until 4:15pm. 

The season, their 2nd, will run from 
November 2013 - February 2014!

SATURDAY GAME DAYS
11/16/2013 -  Week 1
11/23/13 -  Week 2
12/07/2013 -  Week 3
12/14/2013 -  Week 4
12/21/2013 -  Week 5

01/11/2014 -  Week 6
01/18/2014 -  Week 7
01/25/2014 -  Week 8
02/01/2014 -  Week 9
02/08/2014 -  Week 10

END OF YEAR TOURNAMENT
February 15th & 16th, 2014

CELEBRATION OF MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
BASKETBALL

Sunday March 9, 2014
Oracle Arena, Oakland CA
Golden State Warriors vs. Phoenix Suns
NBA Tipoff at 5:00 pm
(more event info as the season progresses)

Photos from the first game Opening Day, Saturday, November 16th.  So fun to watch!  
Complete photo gallery at facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters 

http://www.mh-sports.org/custpage.php?cid=80
mailto:www.CDMTile.com
mailto:www.CDMTile.com
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.469145706536820.1073741866.300288586755867&type=3
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MH Hurricanes 
Allstars

What is an All-Star? All-Star is a term designat-
ing an individual as having a high level of performance 
in their field of competition. To be selected as an All-
Star is an astounding accomplishment for any child.

These children are proven leaders and positive 
members of the organization and community. All-Stars 
not only signify great accomplishments on the football 
field and Cheer gymnasiums, they also solidify their 
validity by accomplishing goals in the classroom at 
their respective schools. This year, 7 All-Stars were 
selected to represent the Mountain House Hurricanes 
at the All-Star game in Salida, CA. 6 Boys and Girls 
were selected by their Peers and 1 boy and girl were 
selected by their respective Coach. These All-Stars 
met the definition of the term, but also met the defi-
nition by their teammates who voted for them. Great 
job Hurricane All-Stars, we are truly proud of each 
and every one of you for representing the Mountain 
House Hurricanes and our community.

MH Little League Gears- Up 
With Early Registration

2014 Season Registration
Your Mountain House Little Board members have been working diligently to prepare 

for a top-notch 2014 season.  We have decided to go with in-person registration so that 
we have the opportunity to meet with parents and explain some of the changes for the 
2014 season.  You will have both in-person (check or credit card) and online (Paypal) 
options to pay for the season. But, you will absolutely have to attend one of the in-person 
sessions to turn in required paperwork for your child to play in 2014.  
 You may attend any of the following four (4) in-person dates, but we encourage you 
to register early for the BEST rates! 

Saturday, 12/7, 9am-4pm at Questa Elementary
Wednesday, 12/11, 5pm-9pm at MHCSD Building
Sunday, 12/15, 9am-1pm at Jingle all the Way Race in Mountain House
Sunday, 1/11, 9am-4pm at Questa Elementary

 Fees and ALL other registration information can be found on the Registration page 
of our site, at: http://mhlittleleague.wix.com/mhll#!blank/c1j57.  Once there, just click 
on the link to the REGISTRATION ONE-PAGER.  Print it out and it's all the informa-
tion you'll need.

We ask that parents make every effort to get registered in December.  This benefits 
EVERYONE in terms of assessments, team assignments, scheduling and more.  The sooner 
we have an idea of the number playing, the sooner we can do a lot in terms of planning.
Revised Team Assignment/Tryout Process for 2014

Some of the most-voiced action items from parents last year were the desire to bet-
ter assess players, to improve divisional placement, and to more evenly distribute talent 
among teams. To this end, we will use the following process to ensure that ALL kids have 
an enjoyable & rewarding experience.

 ALL players will be assessed on one of two Saturdays in January based on their 
2014 league age, dates listed soon in the MHLL Schedule (see "Schedules" tab above).  

 They will be rated by a group of coaches and board members on the following: 
1) playing catch (basic throwing and catching)
2) fielding ground balls
3) catching fly balls
4) hitting
5) baserunning

 Totaled assessment scores will then determine the division that player will be as-
signed to based on the divisions available at their 2014 league age.  Parents can dispute 
the assignment through a formal meeting with the MHLL board.  In applicable divisions, 
coaches will draft from the available pool of players.  But, at all levels, teams will be 
balanced to ensure a level playing field and the development of all players in the league.

Submitted by Steve Bowen, MHLL President

Full Service Grooming
for Dogs & Cats

www.ThePamperedPetGroomingAndSpa.com

(209) 833-7600(925) 240-0676

Brentwood
7720 Brentwood Blvd, Ste B

Tracy
1843 W. 11th Street

visit us on
Facebook

Please "LIKE" Our 
FaceBook Page

www.MHmatters.net

New Photo Albums Added

Facebook.com/mountainHousematters
Communications Building 

Community Bridges

Precious Babies 
Child Care & Preschool

home away from home

Preschool-Before/After 
School-0 to 13yrs

zoinksjump4fun@hotmail.com
(209) 922-4475

preciousbabies@hotmail.com

Zoinks Jump 4 Fun 
P a r t y  R e n t a l s

(209) 221-6464

By Mo Kaho'onei

http://mhlittleleague.wix.com/mhll#!blank/c1j57
http://www.kumgangtaekwondo.com
http://www.ThePamperedPetGroomingAndSpa.com
http://www.MHmatters.net
mailto:zoinksjump4fun@hotmail.com
mailto:preciousbabies@hotmail.com
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1. Research National Night Out for our neighborhood. Go to NATW.org & contact Bill 
Hughes to set up an event.

2. Have visible locks as a deterrent to thieves on your doors, windows & gates.
3. When a salesperson comes to the door:
     a. Don't answer the door.
     b. Let them know your home by speaking through the door & saying you aren't 

interested.
     c. Tell them if they have their peddelers license they can leave you a business card & 

you will contact them later if you are interested.
     d. If they are in any way suspicious including they aren't licensed, don't have a business 

card, don't have any identifying information or if something just seems off please immiediately 
report them to (209) 468-4400. If you feel it's an emergency dial 911.  It's more important 
to be safe.  Please trust your judgement & call anything in that seems remotely suspicious.

4. Don't leave valuables of any kind in your vehicle.
5. Make sure your home, garage and vehicle are secure, closed & locked at all times.
6. Contact Morgan Groover regarding the regulations for posting Neighborhood Watch 

signs. (209-831-2300, or mgroover@sjgov.org)
7. Call in any suspicious vehicles, homes or people in the area.  This gives the police 

probable cause to question them.
8. If you see a suspicious vehicle write down the license plate and description & call it in.
9. Know your neighbors. It's important to be familiar with who belongs in your neighbor-

hood and who is a stranger. Make it a point to meet & greet anyone new to the area. If someone 
is parked in an unusual spot or looks lost offer to help them. If they still seem suspicious or 
like they don't belong even after speaking with them don't hesitate to call them in. If you are 
uncomfortable approaching them take down their license plate & call the non-emergency 

police line and ask to have 
an officer investigate for you.

10. Stay connected on 
http://mhvillages.com/
forum/ and http://wiki.
mhvillages.com/index.
php?title=Neighborhood_
Watch

11.  Make sure  the 
branches are cut back and 
the street signs are visible on 
your block.

Neighborhood Watch Picks Up Steam
Submitted by Melissa Saldana

Editor's note:  A Mountain House Neighborhood Watch meeting was held at the CSD 
building December 3, 2013, and residents turned out!  Chief San Joaquin County Abatement 
Officer, Bill Hughes, came to speak to the crowd about setting up localized Neighborhood 
Watch networks.  Leading the meeting, more by default than intention, was Jim Lamb.  Having 
had a recent encounter with a local criminal suspect, and extensive experience, in general, 
with neighborhood watch programs, made him a more than qualified person to speak to this 
issue.  Numerous folks in attendance expressed interest in organizing/running a NW for their 
neighborhoods.  One such person was Melissa Saldana, who was gracious enough to send 
her notes from the night just in time to make this publication.  Thank you, Melissa.

Candidate for SJ County Sheriff Pat Withrow
was in attendance.

Valera Storey is heading up the Questa Neighborhood 
Watch endeavor

Jim Lamb shows an 
artist's sketch, drawn 

by Celeste Farron, of a 
burglary suspect.

Melissa Saldana 
at the December 3rd 
Neighborhood Watch 
meeting.

Jim Lamb engages 
guests speaker, Bill 
Hughes, the San 
Joaquin County 
Abatement Officer and 
Neighborhood Watch 
Coordinator

By default, Jim Lamb did a thorough job of running the 
December 3rd Neighborhood Watch meeting.

Angel Lamb ran the accompanying power-point 
presentation.

mailto:mgroover@sjgov.org
http://mhvillages.com/forum
http://mhvillages.com/forum
http://wiki.mhvillages.com/index.php?title=Neighborhood_Watch
http://wiki.mhvillages.com/index.php?title=Neighborhood_Watch
http://wiki.mhvillages.com/index.php?title=Neighborhood_Watch
http://wiki.mhvillages.com/index.php?title=Neighborhood_Watch
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The Tri-Valley Basket Brigade was founded by Mountain House resi-
dents Katherine Havener and Mauricio “Reese” Ramos in 2007, and has 
become a favorite event for families in Mountain House, as well as from 
all over the Bay Area.   This year’s Brigade was held on Saturday morning, 
November 16 at Valley Montessori School, N Livermore Avenue, Livermore, 
just days before Katherine was due to give birth with her latest addition.

Nevertheless, The Basket Brigade demonstrated a strong community 
drive, as the entire endeavor came together famously, with Reese leading 
the way.

"180 baskets were created (all from donations)," Reese reported.  "52 of 
those went to military families, and approximately 50 'care packages' were 
created for homeless folks," he said. "We had well over 400 participants at 
the Brigade and by 
our estimates a good 
1100 individuals 
will be able to par-
take in a Thanksgiv-
ing meal because of 
everyone's collec-
tive efforts!"  How 
incredible is that?

photo gallery

There's a new, 
non-competition 
pageant for girls 
and boys coming 
to town, designed 

especially for girls and boys, ages 5-22, with 
special needs.  "Miss/Mr. Inspirational Ameri-
can 2014 Pageant", produced and designed by 
Mrs. California BOTN, AnneMarie Fuller, is 
intended to demonstrate good will, and the 
beauty within every young american.  The 
event will celebrate each contestant.  Each 
boy will receive a medallion and title, and 
each girl who participates will receive a 
crown and title! 

Cost to enter is $35 per participant.  The 
Pageant will be held June 14, 2014.This is a 
non competition pageant for girls & boys with 
special needs, aged 5-22.
www.facebook.com/Inspirational
AmericanSpecialNeedsPageant

Basket Brigade Comes 
Through Big Time
By Bryan Harrison, with submission from Reese Ramos
Basket Brigade

New Pageant 
For Special 
Needs Kids 
By Bryan Harrison

We, as a society, tend to take our health for granted, wouldn't you agree?  We go along with the day to day, typically not doing enough to 
prioritize taking good care of our bodies.  Generally, we get by.  But, what if, one day, you are told that your kidney function is collapsing and 
that without a transplant in your near future your life is going to change drastically.  And, the possibility exists that you may not survive it.  
How would you deal with that?  Add to that the life reality of having two young school-age kids at home for whom you would give anything 
to make sure you are there to see them grow well into adulthood.  Not an enviable position in the slightest.

That stark reality is currently hitting one of our neighbors square in the face and, most importantly, in the kidneys.  We reported here 
this past April that Heather Lamb was in fairly dire need of a kidney transplant.  At that time her kidney function was down to a shockingly 
low level.  Heather stated then, "I currently have 17% kidney function and my doctor does not believe I will make it through the year without 
dialysis or a (new) kidney."

She informed me a couple of months later, while at the first Music In The Park of the season, that, from that article a donor had come 
forward.  It was a person with whom she was acquainted.  Their respective kids more so than the two of them.  By all appearances, it looked 
like the makings of an amazing success story.

However, not long thereafter, life changes saw this person move out of Mountain House and basically disappear off of Heather's radar.  
Heather Lamb might appear the epitome of heath.  She is, afterall, a longtime volleyball coach and math teacher at Livermore High.  Yet, 

four years ago she was diagnosed with CKD - Chronic Kidney Disease.
Heather told us back in April: "I am O+ blood type, so waiting for a deceased donor with UCSF will take seven to ten years. My doctor 

is encouraging me to try to find a living donor so I can avoid dialysis as, statistics now show, this path has a much lower rate of rejection".  
Unfortunately, dialysis is now looming in her immediate future.

Anyone interested, able, and willing to consider helping by donating, or learning about kidney donation, please to go to www.ucdonor.org. 
"There is a good video/brochure about donation linked there. This is also the site where someone would fill out an interest form to be a 

donor," Heather explained.  "All they need is my birthday (9-4-71) and my name," she explained.
"As a Caucasian female in my late 30's, who worked-out everyday, ate incredibly healthily, had no family history of kidney disease, and 

no personal history of high blood pressure - in fact I ran very low - or diabetes, I was a complete anomaly of a patient."
Yes, this IS a plea for help.  Certainly it is a big consideration, one that will likely come from the most giving among us.  Time is a-

wasting.  Please do what you can.  To good health, Heather!

A Good Kidney Is Hard To Find
By Bryan Harrison

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.477362175715173.1073741871.300288586755867&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/InspirationalAmericanSpecialNeedsPageant
https://www.facebook.com/InspirationalAmericanSpecialNeedsPageant
http://www.ucdonor.org.


Mountain House Matters! December 201318

MH Community Services District:  www.MHCSD.com - 230 S. Sterling Drive, Suite 100
MH Sheriff Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 468-4400
MH Fire Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 831-6700
MH Library:  www.ssjcpl.org/locations/county/mhouse.html - 579 Wicklund Crossing
MH Online Forum:  www.MHvillages.com
MH Wiki:  http://wiki.mhvillages.com/
MH Facebook Group:  facebook.com/groups/MountainHouse
San Joaquin County Animal Services:  (209) 953-6070
MH Asian-American Association: www.mhaaa.com
MH Autism Awareness:  search Mountain House Autism Awareness on Facebook
MH Cooks Club: www.facebook.com/groups/216816358451414/
MH Dog Club:  www.MHdogclub.com
MH Feral Cat Rescue:  www.MountainHouseCats.com - 209-597-8150
MH Flag Football, Inc.:  www.mhflagfootball.com (including: MH Tennis, Youth Cheer, Golf Club, & Kite Run)
MH Freecycle: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/ 
MH Gardeners Facebook Group: Search Mountain House Gardeners on FB
MH Home Schoolers:  facebook.com/groups/mhhomeschoolers
MH La Leche League:  www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
MH Little League:  www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
MH Matters Facebook Page:  www.facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters
MH Mothers Club:  www.MHmothersclub.com
MH Poker Club: www.mhpoker.com
MH Recycle for Reading: contact Summer Wolfe (925) 570-8770 - FB Page
MH Running Club:  www.MHrunners.com
MH Sports, Inc.:  www.mh-sports.org  (including: "Hurricane Nation" football, and Youth Basketball)
MH Virtual Garage Sale: www.facebook.com/groups/MHvirtualgaragesale
MH Wine Club:  www.MHwineclub.com
MH Soccer/West Coast Soccer Club:  http://westcoastsoccerclub.com
MH Walking Club:  www.facebook.com/groups/MHWalkingClub
Macaroni Kid - MH/Brentwood:  www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
Neighborhood Watch:  Questa - www.facebook.com/groups/questamountainhouse.nw
Tracy Talks Community page for Tracy & MH:  www.facebook.com/OfficialTracyTalks

MH R.O.T.M. Corey Strock
Continued from page 12

• List with a Local Expert

•  Free Home Value Report

•  Proven Track Record

• 70+ Home Sales in
 Mountain House Alone!

We Now Have Equity in Our Town!
Feeling Ready to Sell?  I Can Help You Maximize Value

 Gevon Polgar  Call: 408-203-3596   Realtor/CDPE

www.GevonPolgar.com

Gevon Polgar is a Top Producing, Full Service Realtor and Expert Short Sale Specialist who represents 
both buyers and sellers with a 100% Success Rate on all his Short Sale transactions. Gevon has the 
experience, qualifications and skillset to handle all types of complex transactions.

BRE# 01875675

Along with his friends, Matt Mullen and Christie Ernst, they began scheduling weekly 
runs and building up their team members. Pretty soon there was a FB page and the numbers 
began growing.  

“I think the biggest group run was 18 people. We caravan to races.” I asked Corey how 
many he has run. Proudly he responded, “Fifty races and four half-marathons!” He goes on 
to tell me, "I have a love/hate relationship with running. Some days I zone and don’t realize 
I have logged six miles. Other days I focus on tasks that need to be completed,” (such as the 
"Jingle Run", which I will touch on in a bit). 

“Anytime I am at the park or meet someone new in town I ask them one of two questions; 
'do you run? And do you play poker'.”  With a smile Corey tells me, “I like to send people in 
the right direction.  If it’s a mom I meet I will inform her about the Mother’s Club.” 

As you can see, Corey wants this town to click, to mesh and to be aware of all they are 
blessed to potentially involve themselves in. He will also do this at his own expense. Do any 
of you remember the dunk tank at the WSF/BSF Carnival? 

“It was fun. I was in the dunk tank, but also involved in the organizational stuff, the day-
of, this needs to get done now sort of stuff.” 

What I am picking up from this interview is if all else fails, if you can’t find someone to 
do it or you don’t want to do it, “Ask Corey.” In my eyes that is a stand up guy. 

As you can see in the photo, Callie, his daughter, is incredibly dear to his heart. I can 
vouch that she is a Daddy’s Little Girl. So when he decided he wanted to dance with her at a 
Father/Daughter Dance? I’m sure you can guess; Corey made it happen. It was named "The 
Sweetheart Dance", and was held this past Spring at Bethany School. 

“It was a collaboration between many volunteers, The Relay for Life organization, Dave 
Pombo, photographers, cooks, the MH Runners Club and more. This event was brought to 
life and will become an annual occurrence. Keep an eye out for more details,” Corey tells me. 
"Another thing to check out," he adds, "is the 
Jingle All the Way 5k." The website is here: 
www.active.com/mountain-house-ca/run-
ning/races/mh-jingle-all-the-way-5k-2013 
and the face book link is here: www.facebook.
com/events/525725010856900/ 

It’s another way to get your friends to-
gether, get active, and become just a little bit 
more involved in the town you live in. 

Or maybe you like poker? Yes, there’s 
an app, I mean a club, for that, too. Just ask 
Corey. 

I’m honestly proud that Corey is my 
friend. And I know he is very thankful and 
happy he was nominated for this award. 
“Thank you for looking at what I’ve done 
for our town instead of my individual posts 
or threads on the forums or face book,” he 
said humbly. He then went on to thank ME 
for interviewing him. 

‘Thank you, Aleyta, for coming here and 
volunteering your time to the paper. Thank 
you to those who hosted movie night, who 
served popcorn to my daughter. It made her 
so happy.” Corey notices those things, and I’m 
glad as a community we noticed him. Thank 
YOU, Corey, for making our town a better 
place, and for showing us what it means to 
volunteer and “do what it takes to get it done.” 

http://www.MHCSD.com
www.ssjcpl.org/locations/county/mhouse.html
http://wiki.mhvillages.com
http://wiki.mhvillages.com
facebook.com/groups/MountainHouse
http://www.mhaaa.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/288969131235607/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/216816358451414/
http://www.MHdogclub.com
http://www.MountainHouseCats.com
http://www.mhflagfootball.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/165723503591615/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mhhomeschoolers
http://www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
http:// www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
www.facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters
http://www.MHmothersclub.com
http://www.mhpoker.com
https://www.facebook.com/summer.wolfe.10?fref=ts
http://www.MHmothersclub.com
http://www.mh-sports.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/MHvirtualgaragesale
http://www.MHwineclub.com
http://westcoastsoccerclub.com
www.facebook.com/groups/MHWalkingClub
http://www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
www.facebook.com/groups/questamountainhouse.nw
http://www.facebook.com/OfficialTracyTalks
http://www.GevonPolgar.com
http://www.active.com/mountain-house-ca/running/races/mh-jingle-all-the-way-5k-2013
http://www.active.com/mountain-house-ca/running/races/mh-jingle-all-the-way-5k-2013
https://www.facebook.com/events/525725010856900/
https://www.facebook.com/events/525725010856900/
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New Vino 100 Owners Stepping Up Their Game
By Bryan Harrison

Ron Dillon and wife Mykael Cessaro 
have jumped head-long into innovation since 
their purchase of the Vino 100 Tracy Wine 
Shop, located across from the Home Depot 
on Naglee Road in Tracy.

Most recently, Vino 100 hosted the Tracy 
Chamber of Commerce's monthly Mixer 
event.  A good-sized crowd of Chamber 
members and guests turned out on November 
14, 2013 to enjoy the wine and camaraderie 
at Vino 100.

Proprietor, Ron Dillon, greeted the 
group, thanking them for coming, and gave a 
brief overview of what they can find at Vino:  
100 Wines for under $25; an optional Wine 
Club; a Cigar Club; live music on a regular 
basis; and more.

Ron was presented with a certificate of 
appreciation by the Chamber.  

LIVE MUSIC
Back in October, some local Mountain 

House resident musicians, including Bob 
Corden, Ron Davis, and yours truly, were 
invited to come play a Saturday evening show 
at Vino 100.  It was somewhat last minute, 
but still saw a pretty full house.

The group was dubbed by the crowd that 
evening "BRB", for "Bryan, Ron & Bob", 
or Bob, Ron & Bryan", or maybe it was "Be 
Right Back".  No one is really sure.  What 
we are sure of is that the group was invited 
back for another performance Saturday, No-
vember 23rd.

With ample time to let folks know, 
BRB packed the joint with Mountain House 
residents, and others.  Joining the trio for the 
evening were: Terry Yates on percussion; 
Bob Anderson on some tasty lead guitar; and 
DiAnna Corden, who blew the house down 
with her rendition of "White Rabbit", as well 
as some other quality material.

It was a Mountain House night, that 
much was clear.
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www.ShaunSells.com

*Free In-Home Consultation

DRE# 01896658

Call Shaun Zamrykut
       209-207-2084

Get Listed! Get Sold!

Mountain House - Resident 
Mountain House - Top Producer 

4

4

Choosing the right realtor DOES make a difference

  

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Youth Action Com. Mtg
6:30pm - MHCSD Building

MH Wine Club - 7-10pm 
info at: www.MHwineclub.com

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All agesMHCSD Board Meeting

7pm -MHCSD Building
230 S. Sterling Dr.  MHCSD.com

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

Merry christmas!

  Mountain House Community Events Calendar

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

To submit your community-oriented event for consideration on the Mountain House Matters monthly calendar, 
please email event info, date, time, and location to: info@mhmatters.net

All dates and events subject to change.  Check with your respective groups to verify

Free Tutoring by YAC
5-7pm - MH Library

MHFCR Adoption Fair

MHFCR Adoption Fair

MHFCR Adoption Fair

Holiday Lights Contest 
Entry Deadline - see page 9

MH Town Center Workshop 
Follow-up  -  9:45am ck-in
Bethany School - RSVP: 
mountainhouseworkshop.com

Jingle All The Way 5k
8am - Central Park
facebook.com/mhjinglerun

Happy New Year!

Jingle All The Way 5k
Registration Deadline
www.facebook.com/mhjing-

Happy Winter Solstice!
May your days grow brighter 
as they grow longer.

Santa & Mrs Claus Arrival
4pm-6pm
Wicklund Park Gazebo

Ornament Demostration
10am-11am & 11:30am-12:30pm
CSD Building - 230 S. Sterling

MHFCR Adoption Fairs
@Petfood Express (Vintner Square)
1436 1st St. Livermore, CA 94550
Sunday, 12/8, 11am-3:30pm
then moving to Saturdays, 
11am-3:30pm  
mountainhousecats.com

Table Top Garland Demo
1:30pm - 2:30pm  MHCSD.com
CSD Building - 230 S. Sterling

LUSD Board Meeting
7pm - Board Rm, LUSD Bldg:
111 S. De Anza Blvd 
lammersvilleschooldistrict.net

MH Youth Basketball
Games all day: 8:30am-4:15pm
Questa Gym - see page 15

MH Youth Basketball
Games all day: 8:30am-4:15pm
Questa Gym - see page 15

MHFCR Adoption Fair
MH Youth Basketball
Games all day: 8:30am-4:15pm
Questa Gym - see page 15

FIL-AM CHRISTMAS PARTY
Questa School 4pm registration
5pm dinner - see page 3

MHHS Community
Update Meeting
7pm - Questa School - see pg 3

http://www.ShaunSells.com
http://mountainhouseworkshop.com
http://www.facebook.com/mhjinglerun
http://www.mountainhousecats.com
http://www.MHCSD.com
http://www.lammersvilleschooldistrict.net

